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ELECTED  TOWN  OFFICIALS 

3/7/83 


Board  of  Selectmen 

Armand  Gagne,  Ch. 

279  Baylies  St. 
Robert  F.  Ferreira,  Clerk 
1535  Williams  St. 
Charles  P.  Terry 
66  Walker  St. 

Board  of  Health 

Charles  P.  Terry,  Ch. 

66  Walker  St. 

Robert  F.  Ferreira,  Clerk 
1535  Williams  St. 
Armand  Gagne 

279  Baylies  St. 

Town  Clerk 

Frank  R.  Rogers 
305  Tremont  St. 

Town  Collector 
Frank  R.  Rogers 

305  Tremont  St. 

Town  Treasurer 
Frank  R.  Rogers 

305  Tremont  St. 

Moderator 

Ralph  M.  Deane 

237  Kirk  Terrace 


Telephone 

824-0609 

669-5490 

823-1194 

823- 1194 
669-5490 

824- 0609 

822-9498 

822-9498 

822- 9498 

823- 1234 


Term 

Expires 

1985 
1984 

1986 

1986 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1986 

1986 

1984 
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Assessors 

Kevin  McGillivray,  Ch. 

125  Forest  St. 

Leo  T.  Pivirotto,  Clerk 
217  Forest  St. 
Michael  F.  Rose 
2009  Chase  St. 

Tree  Warden 
Alfred  M.  Perry 

371  Tremont  St. 

School  Committee 
Wendell  R.  Brechin,  Ch. 
701  Center  St. 


822- 9579  1984 

824-4998  1986 

823- 2371  1985 

669-5461  1984 

669-5318  1985 


Glynnis  Y.  Kennon,  V.  Ch. 

2300  Wellington  St. 

Charles  E.  McKenna,  Sec.  (Deceased 
2136  Pleasant  St. 

David  R.  Neely 

2440  Pleasant  St. 

Walace  Wood 
1392  Pine  St. 

Robert  McKim,  Jr. 

966  Main  St. 

Nicholas  T.  Santore 
1308  Rebecca  Rd. 

Arthur  Almeida  (Appointed  12/8/83) 
346  Swanee  Dr. 


1986 


11/14/83) 


669-5607 

1986 

669-5515 

1984 

669-5365 

1986 

669-5078 

1985 

823-1621 

1984 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  School 

Elaine  Kuttner 

745  Williams  St. 

Richard  B.  Wood 
2661  Horton  St. 

Planning  Board 
Paul  Joly,  Ch. 

707  Brook  St. 


District  Committee 

823- 3438  1986 

824- 8353  1985 

669-5304  1985 
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John  Pelletier 

669-5457 

1984 

1399  Somerset  Ave. 

1988 

Manuel  R.  Ferreira 

824-9292 

596  Somerset  Ave. 

- 

1987 

Frank  N.  Alves,  Jr. 

669-5553 

1676  Cedar  St. 

Thomas  Fires  (Resigned  2/28/83) 

3223  Millers  Lane 

1986 

Harold  Dennis  (Appointed  5/4/83) 

669-6098 

2090  Smith  St. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library 

1986 

Joseph  C.  Hathaway 

669-5955 

463  Hart  St. 

1985 

Wilma  Schultz 

822-6644 

257  Pearl  St. 

1984 

Patrick  Menges 

669-6782 

1271  Somerset  Ave. 

Playground  Commission 

823-3500 

1984 

Sydney  Smith,  Ch. 

166  Summer  St. 

1986 

Peter  Deane 

669-5940 

317  Main  St. 

1984 

Jeffrey  Allie  (Appt.  8/24/83) 

822-6568 

1595  Maple  St. 

Housing  Authority 

Norman  LaFrance,  Ch.  (Deceased  11/6/83) 


488  Spring  St. 

1987 

Frank  Costa,  Jr.,  Sec. 

669-5327 

872  Somerset  Ave. 

1984 

Richard  S.  Briggs,  Treas. 

669-5166 

1147  Center  St. 

1986 

Osmond  D.  Crotty,  Ch. 

824-4522 

275  Lincoln  Ave. 
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Ernest  Atwood  II  669-5708 

2320  Pleasant  St. 

Joan  LaFrance  (Appt.  12/21/83)  822r4700 

Sewer  Commission 

Jeremiah  F.  Cottrell,  Ch.  824-7953 

679  Spring  St. 

Albert  Enos,  Jr.,  Clerk  669-5031 

387  Hart  St. 

Kenneth  W.  Cummings  669-5058 

1315  Rebecca  Rd. 


COMMITTEES  APPOINTED 

Finance  Committee 

Della  Hathaway,  Ch.  (Appt.  7/13/83) 
Joseph  Silva,  Jr.,  V.  Ch.  (Appt.  11/30/83) 
Patricia  Siedentopf  (Resigned  11/21/83) 
Edward  Silvia,  Sec. 

Paul  DeMoura  (Resigned  10/15/83) 

Jeffrey  Reid 

Carol  Chencus  (Appt.  10/26/83) 

Mary  Pacheco  (Appt.  7/13/83 
James  Perry 

Board  of  Registrars 

Frank  R.  Rogers,  Clerk 

Alice  Souza 

Mary  Jane  Kingsland 

Janice  M.  Benson  (Resigned  4/11/83)  ^ 


1984 

1984 


1986 

1985 

1984 


Tel. 

669-5955 

669-5606 

824-7415 

822-4720 

252-6412 


669-5411 

669-5776 

823-3897 
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Board  of  Appeals 


Joseph  Lawrence,  Ch. 

669-5600 

Frohman  Anderson 

669-5444 

J.  Ford  Golsby 

822-2996 

Joseph  P.  Pacheco 

669-5381 

William  E.  Johnson 

822-1264 

Conservation  Commission 

William  Frenette,  Ch. 

669-5004 

Charles  Mello,  V.  Ch. 

669-6441 

Frances  Crawford 

669-5527 

James  Digits 

822-3373 

Ronald  O’Connor 

822-1264 

Cemetery  Commission 

Elaine  Varley 

669-5514 

Arthur  Morton 

252-6292 

Colette  Gagnon 

669-6207 

Historical  Commission 

Charles  Harris,  Ch. 

824-5607 

Robert  McGuirk,  V.  Ch. 

822-6294 

Helen  Lane,  Member  Emeritus 

Anne  Eckman 

669-5598 

Dr.  Rose  Borges 

669-5668 

Arthur  Staples 

669-6507 

Elaine  Varley 

669-5514 

Industrial  Development  Financing  Authority 

Joseph  C.  Murray,  Ch. 

1987 

822-5474 

Frank  R.  Rogers,  Sec. 

1984 

824-9498 

James  F.  Maguire 

1988 

824-4889 

Malcolm  T.  McCutcheon,  V.  Ch. 

1986 

823-1939 

James  R.  Murphy 

1985 

669-5019 

Council  on  Aging* 

Dr.  Rose  E.  Borges,  Ch.  669-5668 

Bella  Boucher,  Rep.  B.C.  Home  Care  669-5493 
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Margaret  Borden,  V.  Ch. 

Francis  Callagee  (Resigned  6/16/83) 
Phoebe  Medeiros,  Sec. 

Ella  Spratt,  Treas. 

Dr.  Charles  Souza 

John  B.  Smith 

Leo  Lake  (Appt.  9/24/83) 

Capital  Outlay  Committee 
William  Irving,  Ch. 

Doris  Hopkins,  Member  Ex.  Officio 

By-Law  Committee 
Frank  R.  Rogers,  Ch. 

Nancy  Goulart,  Sec. 

Robert  F.  Ferreira 
James  Ready 
Carol  Matthews 
Frank  Alves 
John  Pelletier 

Local  Arts  Council 

Lucille  McGillivray,  Ch. 

Mary  Bennett  (Resigned  2/2/83) 

Nancy  McGillivray  (9/14/83) 

Christine  Lynch 
Patricia  Mansfield 

Valerie  Wanamaker  (Resigned  2/10/83) 
Mary  Ball  Howkins  (Appt.  3/10/83) 
Joseph  Hathaway  (Appt.  3/10/83) 
Nancy  Silvia  (Appt.  3/10/83) 

Faith  Marks  (Appt.  3/10/83) 

Energy  Advisory  Committee 

Alice  Souza 
Glenn  Galusha 
Nicholas  Santore 


824-5659 

669-5912 

669-6781 

824-9683 

823-2871 


823-4492 

669-5511 


822-9498 

669-5531 

669-5490 

669-5439 

669-6912 

669-5553 

669-5531 


822-9579 

822-9579 

822- 3204 

823- 5806 

669-5433 

669-5955 

669-6417 


669-5776 

824-7625 

669-5318 
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Solid  Waste  Disposal  Study  Committee 

Nicholas  Santore 

Russell  Levinson 

669-5318 

669-5510 

Town  Forest  and  Shade  Tree  Commission 
Alfred  M.  Perry,  Tree  Warden 

William  Andrews 

Charles  Leonard 

William  Harrison 

Philip  Rines 

Manuel  Sylvia 

669-5971 

669-6642 

669-6670 

822-4745 

669-5639 

Cable  Television  Advisory  Committee 

James  Davitt,  Ch. 

James  Ready,  V.  Ch. 

Frank  Miranda 

Henry  Descoteaux 

Paul  DeMoura 

Robert  Howe 

Robert  McKim 

Richard  Simmons 

Robert  O'Connell 

Roberta  Perry 

Edward  Olney 

669-6994 

669-5439 

669-5746 

823- 3463 
252-6876 
822-9316 
669-5365 

822- 6791 

824- 0704 
824-7892 

823- 0836 
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1983  SELECTMEN’S  APPOINTMENTS,  MARCH  23,  1983 

Fence  Viewers:  Kevin  McGillivray,  Leo  Pivirotto,  Michael 
Rose. 

Civil  Defense  Director:  Ronald  O’Connor. 

Agents  to  the  Board  of  Health :  Leo  A.  Duffy,  Frank  R.  Rogers, 
Alice  Souza,  George  Perry,  Anthony  Stanzione. 

Burial  Agent :  Arthur  Morton. 

Inspector  of  Animals:  Paul  Hoff  shire. 

Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Board  of  Health: 
Eleanor  N.  Oupont. 

Harbor  Master:  Arnold  B.  Shaw. 

Director  of  Veterans  Services:  Robert  F.  Ferreira. 

Veterans  Agent:  Barbara  Kelly. 

Supt.  of  Insect  Pest  Control:  Alfred  M.  Perry. 

Dog  Officer:  William  Frenette. 

Agent  to  the  Board:  Leo  A.  Duffy. 

Auctioneer:  Frank  R.  Rogers. 

Special  Police  Officer,.  B.C.A.S.:  George  Oliveira. 

Gas  Appliance  Inspector:  Leo  A.  Duffy. 

Sanitation  Inspector:  Leo  A.  Duffy. 

Public  Weighers^ICI  Americas:  Thomas  Washington. 

Inspector  of  Wires:  John  Gonsalves. 
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Associate  Inspector  of  Wires:  Eric  Perry. 

Plumbing  Inspector:  Donald  French. 

Associate  Plumbing  Inspector:  John  DeCambra. 

Building  Inspector:  George  Perry. 

Associate  Building  Inspector:  Joseph  Lawrence. 

Constables:  Frank  R.  Rogers,  Karl  K.  Spratt,  Richard  Bragga, 
David  Hutchins,  George  Parent,  Robert  A.  O'Connell, 
Ronald  O'Connor,  Joseph  Cordeiro,  Antone  Katon  Edward 
McGovern. 

D-R  Regional  High  School  Special  Police  Office :  George  Warish 
(Resigned  9/6/83),  Keith  Quint  (Appt.  9/14/83). 

Conservation  Commission:  Frances  Crawford,  Ronald  O'Con¬ 
nor,  James  F.  Digits,  William  Frenette,  Charles  Mello. 

Council  on  Aging:  Dr.  Rose  Borges,  Howard  Conlon,  Phoebe 
Medeiros,  Ella  Spratt,  Dr.  Charles  Sousa,  John  B.  Smith, 
Francis  Callagee  (Resigned  6/16/83),  Margaret  Borden, 
Rosebelle  Boucher,  Leo  Lake. 

Historical  Commission:  Dr.  Rose  Borges,  Charles  W.  Harris, 
William  Grover,  Arthur  Staples,  Elaine  Varley,  Anne 
Eckman,  Helen  H.  Lane,  Member  Emeritus. 

Town  Forest  Committee:  William  Andrews,  William  Harrison, 
Charles  Leonard,  Philip  Rines,  Manuel  Silvia. 

Bridge  Tender:  Joseph  Medeiros  (Resigned  4/13/83),  George 
A.  Gray  (Appt.  5/4/83). 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures:  Paul  Hoffshire  (Appt. 
4/13/83),  George  A.  Perry  (Resigned  4/13/83). 

Cemetery  Commission:  Arthur  Morton,  Elaine  Varley. 
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Town  Counsel:  Peter  B.  Gay  &  Firm  of  Gay  &  Gay. 
Industrial  Commission:  James  Maguire. 

Board  of  Appeals:  Frohman  Anderson,  Joseph  Lawrence, 
Joseph  P.  Pacheco,  J.  Ford  Golsby,  William  Johnson. 

Town  Accountant:  (3  years)  (Appointed  March  18,  1981) 
Doris  B.  Hopkins. 

SRPEDD  Representative:  Allan  Campbell. 

Local  Arts  Council:  Lucille  McGillivray  (3/23/83),  Deborah 
Pacheco,  Patricia  Mansfield,  Joseph  Hathaway,  Mary 
Ball-Howkins,  Nancy  Silvia,  Christine  Lynch,  Faith 
Marks,  Nancy  McGillivray. 
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TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The  regular  Annual  Town  Meeting  for  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  Town  of  Dighton  was  held  at  the  Jr.  High 
School  on  March  7,  1983  on  warrant  dated  February  2,  1983. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10  A.M.  by  Frank  R. 
Rogers,  Town  Clerk.  The  balloting  was  under  the  supervision 
of  the  following  Election  Officers,  duly  sworn  in :  Elaine 
Varley,  Warden;  Irene  Goulart,  Clerk;  Eleanor  Cummings, 
Louise  Catabia,  Alice  Rogers,  Charles  Leonard,  Bernice  Darl¬ 
ing,  Mary  Katon,  Mary  Perry,  Emily  Pilling  and  Alice  Souza. 

The  polls  were  closed  at  8  P.M.  The  total  number  of  votes 
cast  was  Ninety  Three:  the  ballots  having  been  assorted  and 
counted,  the  result  was  declared  as  follows: 

Selectman  for  Three  Years — Charles  P.  Terry. 

Moderator  for  One  Year — Ralph  M.  Deane,  Jr. 

Town  Clerk  for  Three  Years — Frank  R.  Rogers. 

Town  Collector  for  Three  Years — Frank  R.  Rogers. 

Town  Treasurer  for  Three  Years — Frank  R.  Rogers. 

Assessor  for  Three  Years — Leo  T.  Pivirotto. 

Tree  Warden  for  One  Year — Alfred  M.  Perry. 

School  Committee  for  Three  Years — Glynnis  Y.  Kennon, 
Robert  D.  McKim,  Jr.,  David  R.  Neely. 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  School  Committee  for  Three 
Years — Elaine  D.  Kuttner. 

Planning  Board  for  Five  Years — Manuel  R.  Ferreira. 

Trustee  of  Public  Library  for  Three  Years — Joseph  C. 
Hathaway. 
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Playground  Commissioner  for  Three  Years — Peter  C. 
Deane. 

Housing  Authority  for  Five  Years — Osmond  D.  Grotty. 
Sewer  Commissioner  for  Three  Years — Jeremiah  Cottrell. 


SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING— MAY  11,  1983 

The  Special  Town  Meeting  held  May  11,  1983  was  called 
to  order  at  7:30  P.M.  by  Ralph  Deane,  Moderator.  A  brief 
recess  was  declared  to  allow  voters  to  be  checked  in.  Pledge 
of  allegiance  to  the  flag  was  given.  Checkers  were  Elaine 
Varley,  Irene  Goulart,  Alice  Souza  and  Mary  Perry. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Robert  Ferreira  to  dispense  with 
the  reading  of  the  Warrant. 

Article  1.  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Henry  Bennett  that 
the  Town  vote  to  instruct  the  Town  Moderator  to  conduct 
voting  procedures  relative  to  any  amendments  to  the  Dighton- 
Rehoboth  Regional  School  Agreement  in  the  same  manner 
that  voting  was  conducted  by  the  town  during  acceptance 
of  the  original  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  School  District 
proposal:  to  wit,  recess  the  meeting  to  carry  out  polling  by 
ballot. 

Wallace  Wood  and  Charles  McKenna  presented  the  Re¬ 
gional  proposal. 

Wendell  Brechin  presented  opposing  arguments,  as  well 
as  Henry  Bennett. 
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Gary  Hartley  spoke  for  the  Finance  Committee  and 
Charles  Terry  for  the  Selectmen. 

Motion  was  made  to  end  debate  and  vote. 

Article  2.  NOT  PASSED.  Motion  by  Charles  McKenna 
that  the  Town  vote  to  accept  the  proposed  amended  agreement 
between  the  towns  of  Dighton  and  Rhoboth,  Massachusetts 
with  respect  to  the  formation  of  a  Regional  School  District 
as  submitted  by  the  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  School  Com¬ 
mittee.  297  votes  cast.  Yes  136  No  160  Blank  1. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9:55  P.M. 


ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING— JUNE  13,  1983 

The  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  at  Dighton-Rehoboth 
Regional  High  School  was  called  to  order  at  7:30  P.M.  on 
June  13,  1983  by  Ralph  Deane,  Moderator.  A  brief  recess 
was  declared.  Boy  Scouts  Troop  45  led  the  Assembly  in  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  flag.  Selectman  Robert  Ferreira 
thanked  the  Boy  Scouts  for  their  recently  completed  project 
of  painting  the  Civic  Center. 

Checkers  were  Elaine  Varley,  Irene  Goulart,  Alice  Souza 
and  Mary  Perry. 

The  following  were  commended  for  their  service  to  the 
Town  by  Armand  Gagne,  Chairman: 

Mary  Bennett,  Arts  Council — 1980 — 2/2/83 

Valerie  Wannamaker,  Arts  Council — 1980 — 2/10/83 

David  Wannamaker,  Arts  Council — 1980  -  1982 
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Antone  Katon^  Dog  Officer — 1971 — 3/23/83 
George  Perry,  Sealer  of  Weights — 2/2/77  -  4/13/83 
John  Berger,  Animal  Inspector — 4/5/67  -  4/22/81 
Joseph  Medeiros,  Bridge  Tender — 1977 — 4/13/83 
Janice  Benson,  Registrar  of  Voters — 10/27/76  -  4/11/83 
Thomas  Pires,  Planning  Board — 3/6/78  -  2/28/83 

A  moment  of  silence  for  Helen  Brown — Historical  Com¬ 
mittee  from  4/4/73  and  Treasurer  of  Dighton  Water  District, 
deceased  9/8/82  and  Donald  B.  Hathaway,  Chief  of  Dighton 
Fire  Dept.,  1948  -  1958,  deceased  12/31/82. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  to  dispense  with  the 
reading  of  the  Warrant. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  to  dispense  with  the 
Articles  and  reference  to  them  be  made  by  number  and  content. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  to  consider  adjourn¬ 
ment  at  11:00  P.M. 

0 1  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Robert  Ferreira  to  hear  a  report 
of  the  Finance  Committee  and  a  statement  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors  regarding  tonight's  warrant  and  that  the  reports 
of  the  Town  Officials  as  printed  and  published  in  the  Annual 
Town  Report  Book  be  accepted. 

(2)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Charles  Terry  that  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  appoint  all  necessary  Town 
Officers  and  Town  Committees  not  otherwise  provided  for 
by  statute. 

(3)  Report  read  by  Armand  Gagne  of  the  Five-Year  Capital 
Outlay  Committee,  as  follows: 

In  August  1982,  the  Dighton  Selectmen  appointed  Joseph 
Pacheco,  William  Irving  and  William  Hubbard  to  the  Capital 
Outlay  Committee. 

One  of  the  committee's  primary  objectives  is  to  assist 
in  the  stabilization  of  the  tax  rate  through  a  planning  process. 
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whereby  costs  for  major  expenditures  are  spread  out  equitable 
each  year.  This  process  has  been  somewhat  stymied,  how¬ 
ever,  since  the  implementation  of  proposition  21/2-  It  should 
be  noted  that  several  proposed  projects  requested  for  imple¬ 
mentation  during  the  1984  budget  period  have  been  pushed 
back  at  least  one  year  due  to  the  projected  lack  of  available 
funds. 

During  the  past  year  the  capital  outlay  committee  met 
periodically  and  developed  a  Capital  Outlay  Program  for 
Dighton.  All  town  departments  were  contacted  and  asked  to 
define  anticipated  capital  expenses  for  the  next  six  (6)  years. 
In  general,  a  capital  expense  includes  those  non-recurring 
expenditures  having  an  estimated  value  of  at  least  $5,000.00. 
The  project  proposals  received  from  the  departments  were 
then  evaluated  and  listed  in  order  of  priority. 

The  Capital  Outlay  Committee  recommendations  were 
then  submitted  to  the  Selectmen  and  Finance  Committee  for 
their  review  and  comments.  The  project  proposals  were  then 
finalized  and  a  six  (6)  year  Capital  Outlay  Program  was 
developed. 

Tonight  the  Capital  Outlay  Committee  presents  for  your 
approval  the  six  *  (6)  year  Capital  Outlay  Program,  the  first 
year,  1984,  is  to  become  the  Capital  Outlay  Budget  for  this 
upcoming  fiscal  year. 

Respectfully  submitted,  > 

CAPITAL  OUTLAY  COMMITTEE’^ 

VOTED:  To  accept  report  of  the  Five-Year  Capital  Out¬ 
lay  Committee. 
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(4)  VOTED :  On  motion  of  Gary  Hartley  that  the  salaries 
of  elected  Town  Officials  as  appropriated  within  the  Depa,rt- 
ment  Accounts  be  established  for  the  Fiscal  Year  ending 
June  30,  1984: 


Board  of  Assessors 


Chairman 

Members  (2) 
each  $1,800.00 

$2,800.00 

$3,600.00 

Board  of  Selectmen 

Chairman 

Member 

Member 

$4,600.00 

$4,200.00 

$4,100.00 

Tree  Warden 

$  150.00 

Moderator 

$  250.00 

Town  Clerk 

$6,600.00 

Town  Collector 

$7,800.00 

Town  Treasurer 

$6,600.00 

Planning  Board 

Chairman 

Members  (4) 
each  $400.00 

$  600.00 
$1,600.00 

Sewer  Commission 

Chairman 

Members  (2) 
each  $1,000.00 

$1,50000 

$2,000.00 

(5)  VOTED:, On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  to  raise  and 
appropriate  monies  by  account  number  for  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1984. 

003  Board  of  Selectmen  $44,855.00*  Armand  Gagne 
009  Moderator  250.00  Robert  Ferreira 

oil  Finance  Committee  80.00  Gary  Hartley 
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013  Reserve  Fund 

Transfer  Overlay  S. 

15,000.00 

Gary  Hartley 

015  Elections 

1,850.00 

Frank  Rogers 

017  Registration 

3,275.00 

Frank  Rogers 

019  Town  Reports 

2,500.00 

Charles  Terry 

025  Accountant 

21,779.00 

Armand  Gagne 

029  Assessors 

38,805.00 

Kevin  McGillivray 

033  Collector 

22,639.00 

Frank  Rogers 

035  Treasurer 

28,717.00 

Frank  Rogers 

037  Tax  Title  Foreclosure 

9,750.00 

Frank  Rogers 

039  Town  Clerk 

18,785.00 

Frank  Rogers 

045  Law  (Town  Counsel) 

9,000.00 

Robert  Ferreira 

049  Board  of  Appeals 

400.00 

Charles  Terry 

063  Planning  Board 

7,878.00 

Paul  Joly 

065  Public  Property  &  Buildings 

(Civic  Center) 

100.00 

Robert  Ferreira 

071  Retirement  &  Pension 

Contributions 

83,335.00 

Armand  Gagne 

075  Unemploy.  Compensation  None 

078  Employee  Health  &  Life 

Insurance 

64,925.00 

Armand  Gagne 

081  Other  Insurance 

68,204.00 

Armand  Gagne 

101  Police  Dept. 

Raise  &  Approp. 

155,154.00 

Karl  K.  Spratt,  Jr. 

Transfer  Revenue  Sharing  85,000.00 

$240,154.00 

103  Fire  Dept. 

$112,972.00 

Joseph  White 

109  Forestry 

300.00 

Alfred  Perry 

129  Protective  Inspectors 

5,000.00 

Robert  Ferreira 

131  Civil  Defense 

1,500.00 

Armand  Gagne 

133  Dog  Officer 

5,250.00 

Robert  Ferreira 

191  Communication  Center 

52,723.20 

Karl  K.  Spratt,  Jr. 

200  School  Department 

1,607,601.00 

David  Neely 

291  Dighton-Rehoboth  Reg. 

711,912.56 

Elaine  Kuttner 

303  Highway  Dept  . 

187,700.00 

Alfred  Perry 

305  Snow  &  Ice  Removal 

23,000.00 

Alfred  Perry 

20 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


391  Dighton-Berkley  Bridge  1,381.00 

403  Waste  Collection  Disposal  77,334.00 

407  Sewer  Commission  9,700.00 

481  Historical  Commission  300.00 

487  Conservation  Commission  350.00 

501  Health  (Administration)  2,650.00 

511  Health  (Regulation)  2,400.00 

529  Mosquito  Control  400.00 

531  Council  on  Aging  15,046.00 

551  Veterans  Services  19,304.00 

555  Veterans  Bldg.  Maint.  2,000.00 

591  Memorial  Day  400.00 

571  Cemeteries  2,000.00 

601  Library  12,527.00 

621  Recreation  5,900.00 

691  Arts  Council  200.00 

701  Retirement  of  Debt  53,579.27 


721  Interest  on  Long  Term  Debt  20,295.84 
741  Int.  on  Short  Term  Debt  82,500.00 

*  Includes  Out  of  State  Travel 


Alfred  Perry 
Charles  Terry 
Jeremiah  Cattrell 
Charles  Harris 
Charles  Mello 
Charles  Terry 
Charles  Terry 
Armand  Gagne 
Rose  Borges 
Robert  Ferreira 
Armand  Gagne 
Robert  Ferreira 
Charles  Terry 
Joseph  Hathaway 
Armand  Gagne 
Armand  Gagne 
Frank  Rogers 
Frank  Rogers 
Frank  Rogers 


(6)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  that  the  Town 
vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $7,000.00  for  the 
Stabilization  Fund  for  future  capital  expenditures. 

(7)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Charles  Terry  that  the  Town 
vote  to  furnish  rubbish  and  garbage  collection  for  all  Town 
residents  and  to  advise  the  Selectmen  to  enter  into  contracts 
to  effect  that  result;  as  previously  funded  in  Article  #5 
account  #403. 

(8)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  that  the  Town 
vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  extend  the  contractual 
agreement  between  Brander  Bus  Lines  and  the  Town  of 
Dighton  from  July  1,  1983  to  June  30,  1984  to  provide  bus 
transportation  thru  Dighton  as  provided  by  the  Greater 
Attleboro-Taunton  Regional  Transit  Authority. 
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(9)  Motion  not  seconded  (Dog  Fund  Money  Transfer). 

(10)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Robert  Ferreira  that  the  Town 
vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $5,000.00  for  black¬ 
topping  the  parking  area  at  the  Town  Hall. 

(11)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  that  the  Town 
vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $313.75  to  pay  prior 
year's  bills. 

(12)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  that  the  Town 
vote  to  accept  Chapter  653  of  the  Acts  of  1982  of  Mass. 
General  Laws ;  would  provide  relief  from  the  impact  of  proper¬ 
ty  revaluation  for  certain  elderly,  veterans,  and  the  blind. 

(13)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY  TO  TABLE  MOTION  by 
David  Neely  until  after  Article  24  is  acted  upon. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Wendell  Brechin  that  the  Town 
vote  to  accept  Chapter  71,  Section  71F  of  the  Mass.  General 
Laws  which  permits  the  School  Committee  to  expend  without 
further  appropriation  monies  received  as  reimbursement  for 
tuition  students.  Hand  Vote  Yes  208  No  31. 

(14)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Robert  McKim  that  the  Town 
vote  to  accept  Chapter  32B,  Section  17  of  the  Mass.  General 
Laws  which  would  provide  a  thirty-nine  week  extension  of 
Group  Insurance  coverage  for  involuntary  terminated  em¬ 
ployees,  with  employees  paying  for  100  %  of  the  premium  cost. 

(15)  DEFEATED:  Motion  of  Robert  Ferreira  that  the 
Town  vote  in  favor  of  having  a  hazardous  waste  treatment 
facility  located  within  the  Town  of  Dighton. 

(16)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Frank  Rogers  that  the  Town 
vote  to  transfer  a  certain  parcel  of  land  owned  by  the  Town 
of  Dighton  and  identified  as  the  land  on  the  Assessors  Map 
10,  Lot  107,  to  Arthur  P.  Ventura,  Sr.  and  Paul  J.  Ventura, 
provided  that  Arthur  P.  Ventura,  Sr.  and  Paul  J.  Ventura 
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would  pay  all  of  the  legal  expenses  and  surveying  expenses 
involved  in  the  transfer,  and  that  they  render  unto  the  Town 
all  past  due  taxes. 

(17)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  that  the  Town 
authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  accept  and  enter  into 
contract  for  the  expenditure  of  any  funds  allotted  or  to  be 
allotted  by  the  Commonwealth  and  or  Federally-aided  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  construction,  reconstruction  and  improvements 
of  town  roads. 

(18)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  that  the  Town 
vote  to  make  changes  in  grade,  take  land  by  purchase  or 
eminent  domain  and  to  settle  damages  from  land  taken  in 
conjunction  with  the  Fiscal  Year  1984  Highway  Program 
under  Chapter  90  and  the  Town  road  improvement  program. 

(19)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Frank  Rogers  that  the  Town 
vote  to  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Selectmen  to  sell  at  Public  Auction  or  Private  Sale,  only 
after  being  offered  at  public  auction,  all  properties  which  the 
Town  has  legally  acquired  by  Tax  Title. 

(20)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Frank  Rogers  that  the  Town 
vote  to  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Selectmen  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  July  1, 
1983,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws, 
Chapter  14,  Section  4  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor, 
payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as 
may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance 
with  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

(21)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Robert  Ferreira  that  the  Town 
vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Finance  Committee,  to  dispose  of  used 
materials  returned  to  them,  by  sale  at  Public  Auction. 
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(22)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Gary  Hartley  that  the  Town 
vote  to  instruct  the  Assessors  to  use  $175,000.00  available 
free  cash  for  the  reduction  of  taxes  in  accordance  with  Chap¬ 
ter  798  of  the  Acts  of  1951,  as  amended. 

(23)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  that  the  Town 
vote  to  instruct  the  Town  Moderator  to  conduct  voting  pro¬ 
cedure  relative  to  any  amendments  to  the  Dighton-Rehoboth 
Regional  School  Agreement  by  ballot. 

(24)  DEFEATED :  Motion  of  Robert  McKim  that  the  Town 
vote  to  accept  the  proposed  amended  agreement  between  the 
towns  of  Dighton  and  Rehoboth,  Ma.  with  respect  to  the 
formation  of  a  Regional  School  District  as  submitted  by  the 
Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  School  Committee.  Yes  185  No 
209. 

(25)  Tabled.  (Committee  to  study  feasibility  of  Town  with¬ 
drawing  from  Superintendency  Union  #37.) 

The  Moderator  announced  the  Finance  Committee  for 
1983-84  as  follows:  Patricia  Siedentopf,  James  Perry,  Jeffrey 
Reid,  Edward  Silvia  and  Paul  DeMoura. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  10:15  P.M. 


The  Special  Town  Meeting  held  at  D-R  June  30,  1983  was 
called  to  order  at  7 : 30  P.M.  by  Ralph  Deane,  Moderator.  Salute 
to  the  flag  was  given.  Checkers  were  Irene  Goulart,  Alice 
Souza  and  Mary  Perry.  The  warrant  for  the  Special  Town 
Meeting  was  read  by  Frank  R.  Rogers,  Town  Clerk.  The 
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Moderator  declared  voting  would  be  by  secret  ballot,  alpha¬ 
betically  by  streets. 

DEFEATED  :  Motion  by  Robert  McKim  to  see  if  the 
Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  proposed  amended  agreement 
between  the  Town  of  Dighton  and  Rehoboth  Massachusetts 
with  respect  to  the  formation  of  a  Regional  School  district 
as  submitted  by  the  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  District 
School  Committee. 

There  were  737  votes  cast:  Yes  317  No  420. 

Meeting  adjourned  9:45  P.M. 


Attest : 

FRANK  R.  ROGERS, 


Town  Clerk 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT 


GENERAL  CASH 


Balance  in  Treasury,  June  30,  1982 

Total  Receipts  1983 

$  186,134.84 

11,678,304.47 

$11,864,439.31 

Selectmen’s  Warrants 

Balance  in  Treasury  June  3  0,1983 

$11,661,196,25 

313,243.06 

$11,864,439.31 

REVENUE  SHARING  FUNDS 

Balance  in  Treasury  June  1982 

Funds  Received  1983 

Invested  Funds  Interest 

$  48,666.38 

96,507.00 
2,909.39 

i 

$  148,082.77 

Total  Warrants 

Balance  in  Treasury  June  1983 
Repurchase  Agreement 

$  81,152.00 

1,930.77 
65,000.00 

$  148,082.77 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY  REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 


I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1983. 


Total  circulation  of  books  and  periodicals 
Adults  14,313 

Juvenile  3,812 

Periodicals  581 

Collected  in  fines 

Number  of  persons  using  the  reading  room 
New  books  added 


18,706 


$76.58 

871 

394 


On  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month  I  continue  to  take 
books  to  the  recreation  building  at  Lincoln  Village.  All  senior 
citizens  are  welcome  to  choose  these  books. 


On  December  2,  1983,  seven  windows  were  broken  by 
vandals,  I  wish  to  thank  Joseph  Hathaway,  secretary  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  for  his  aid  in  repairing  and  restoring  the 
windows. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


EMILY  C.  PILLING, 

Librarian 
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JURORS  DRAWN 

JANUARY  12,  1983 

Eila  T.  Karppinen,  2715  Winfield  Lane,  Cook 

Joanne  Lacy,  1200  Cedar  Wood  Circle,  Teacher 

Ann  Marie  Garis  Varna,  3055  Anderson  Drive,  Psychologist 

Alice  M.  Nasise,  865  Prospect  St.,  Disabled  Retired 

Elizabeth  Maddix,  467  Marion  Avenue,  At  Home 

Richard  A.  Salve,  2363  Cedar  Street,  Teacher 

FEBRUARY  9,  1983 
Joan  A.  Alves,  1676  Cedar  St.,  At  Home 
Alberta  Babbitt,  257  Bedford  St.,  Office  Clerk 

FEBRUARY  16,  1983 

Kathleen  M.  Macomber,  140  Center  St.,  At  Home 
Ernest  F.  Darling,  Jr.,  2203  Pleasant  St.,  Security  Guard 
William  D.  Jack,  254  Bedford  St.,  At  Home 
William  M.  O'Connell,  Jr.,  255  Andrews  St. 

Jean  O.  Yelle,  275  Chase  St.,  Domestic  Consultant 

MARCH  9,  1983 

Susan  E.  Wahlrab,  2158  Water  St.,  Student 
Shirley  A.  Faria,  150  Center  St.,  Keypunch  Operator 
Richalie  P.  Irving,  195  Chase  St.,  RN 
Doris  G.  Hamilton,  2550  County  St.,  Waitress 
Carol  Perry,  511  Hart  St.,  Clerk 

Joseph  Alexander,  168  Dighton  Rock  Park,  Repairman 
James  P.  Maguire,  826  Prospect  St.,  College 

APRIL  13,  1983 

Everett  N.  Pacheco,  483  Brook  St.,  Truck  Driver 
Mary  E.  Talbot,  158  Chase  St.,  At  Home 
Robert  Kulpa,  221  Bedford  St.,  Elect  Technician 
Joan  LaFrance,  488  Spring  St.,  Teacher 
Armand  Gagne,  279  Baylies  St.,  Logistics  Manager 
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MAY  18,  1983 

Dorothea  Hannigan,  178  Chase  St.,  R.N. 

Judith  Rainey,  408  Main  St.,  Housemother 
Luisa  M.  Amaral,  238  Baylies  St.,  Sportswear  Inspector 
William  P.  Campos,  1118  Cedar  Wood  Circle,  Accountant 
Dianne  E.  Wade,  1777  Maple  St.,  Pers.  Assist. 

Theodore  B.  Ladd,  641  Park  St.,  Retired 

JUNE  30,  1983 

Joyce  A.  Alper,  881  Oak  St.,  Dighton 
JULY  13,  1983 

Arthur  P.  Tartaglione,  Jr.,  391  Swanee  Drive,  Counselor 
Corey  Waite,  717  Oak  St.,  Student 

AUGUST  4,1983 

Jeffrey  F.  Rose,  510  Williams  St.,  Mechanic 

Lloyd  Packer,  1595  Wheeler  St.,  Tool  Maker 

Helen  A.  Annunziato,  336  Swanee  Drive,  Office  Worker 

Vera  Pilkington,  907  Center  St.,  Patient 

AUGUST  17,  1983 

Gladys  I.  Colp,  2515  Horton  St.,  At  Home 
Wayne  Van  Kirk,  235  Bedford  St.,  Board  Opr. 

Lucille  King,  1760  Williams  St.,  At  Home 
David  E.  Fontaine,  3020  Anderson  Drive,  U.S.M.C. 

SEPTEMBER  21,  1983 

Geneveive  M.  Farley,  695  Somerset  Ave.,  Waitress 
Donald  St.  Pierre,  1254  Main  St.,  Carpenter 
Alice  DeLawrence,  2330  Old  Wellington  St.,  Waitress 
William  J.  Giles,  626  Scoo  hSlt.,  Ret.  Store  Mgr. 

Earl  J.  Russell,  210  Andrews  St.,  Electronics 

OCTOBER  12,  1983 

Frances  A.  Jones,  540  Brook  St.,  At  Home 
Hilda  S.  Davis,  41  Forest  St.,  At  Home 
Wendy  Carr,  1945  Elm  St.,  Factory  Worker 
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John  White,  670  Main  St.,  Retired 

Arthur  M.  Baker,  Jr.,  1772  Wheeler  St.,  Controller 

James  W.  Scott,  2130  Water  St.,  Handicapped 

NOVEMBER  16,  1983 

Elizabeth  M.  Monteiro,  724  Williams  St.,  Student 

Karen  J.  O’Connor,  440  Old  Somerset  Ave.,  Prod.  Worker 

Jeffrey  S.  Whitmore,  539  School  St.,  Student 

John  C.  Zandi,  2371  Wellington  St.,  Retired 

Frederick  Lapre,  1529  Carriage  Park,  Laborer 

Nancy  Tavares,  3064  Elm  St.,  MRAI 

Anna  Mae  Rose,  505  Center  St.,  At  Home 

DECEMBER  14,  1983 

Richard  Copley,  331  Hart  St.,  Truck  Driver 
Susan  B.  Travers,  790  Spring  St.,  At  Home 
Jean  Yelle,  275  Chase  St.,  At  Home 
Barbara  E.  Munroe,  487  Spring  St.,  Princess  House 
John  F.  Wilson,  2510  Maple  Swamp  Road,  Retired 
Joseph  R.  Gailes,  811  Somerset  Ave.,  Test  Man 
Josephine  Haggerty,  921  Center  St.,  Bookkeeper 
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JURY  LIST  1983  -  84 


Name 

Scott  D.  Alegria 
Frank  N.  Alves,  Jr. 
Donald  T.  Anderson 
Helen  A.  Annunziato 
William  F.  Ashcroft 
Clyde  R.  Babbitt 
Susan  A.  Barboza 
Brenda  C.  Bell 
John  A.  Berger 
David  A.  Boegler 
Rose  E.  Borges 
Elizabeth  A.  Boucher 
Maureen  C.  Brady 
Beatrice  C.  Briggs 
Barbara  R.  Brown 
James  E.  Cabral 
Sandra  G.  Campos 
Sharon  L.  Carpenter 
Wendy  Carr 
Bruce  E.  Carey 
Gertrude  R.  Chadwick 
Jean  Coelho 
Gladys  I.  Colp 
Richard  Copley 
Cheryl  Corrao 
John  C.  Costa 
Mary  I.  Courcy 
David  J.  Cummings 
Robert  L.  Danforth 
Julia  R.  Davis 
Alice  DeLawrence 
Bronislaus  T.  Dervis 
Dorothy  K.  Doherty 
Anthony  S.  Duarte 
Joseph  P.  Dupont,  Jr. 
Marilyn  J.  Eagleson 
Albert  Enos 
Genevive  M.  Farley 
Evariston  Ferreira 
Joan  E.  Ferris 
David  E.  Fontaine 
Michelle  Francis 
Joseph  Frizado 
Barbara  A.  Gallego 
William  J.  Giles 
Richard  R.  Gordineer 
Harold  Gracia,  Jr. 
William  C.  Grover 
Cynthia  A.  Haney 
Michael  Harwood 
Suzanne  M.  Hazera 
Barbara  A.  Higgins 
William  D.  Holmes 
Deborah  M.  Horton 


Address 
910  Middle  St. 

1676  Cedar  St. 

1240  Smith  St. 

336  Swanee  Drive 
713  Spring  St. 

949  Williams  St. 

3397  Sharps  Lot  Rd. 

283  Center  St. 

2655  Horton  St. 

519  Tremont  St. 

2520  Pleasant  St. 

230  Baylies  St. 

661  Cheryl  Rd. 

1503  Somerset  Ave. 

343  Lincoln  Ave. 

324  Williams  St. 

1118  Cedar  Wood  Cir. 
1941  Wheeler  St. 

1945  Elm  St. 

1384  Williams  St. 

599  Park  St. 

613  School  St. 

2515  Horton  St. 

331  Hart  St. 

1700  Wellington  St. 

772  Main  St. 

95  Forest  St. 

1315  Rebecca  Rd. 

1616  Wheeler  St. 

524  Tremont  St. 

2330  Old  Wellington  St. 
1135  Center  St. 

5  80  School  St. 

1384  Williams  St. 

277  Williams  St. 

2666  Maple  Swamp  Rd. 
2371  County  St. 

695  Somerset  Ave. 
2717  Pleasant  St. 

1525  Maple  St. 

3020  Anderson  Drive 
1325  Main  St. 

180  Cobbs  Lane 
394  Tremont  St. 

626  School  St. 

2099  Maple  St. 

1446  Pine  St. 

1358  Williams  St. 

633  Williams  St. 

1317  Susan  Rd. 

3012  Elm  St. 

1905  Elm  St. 

'487  Main  St. 

1384  Williams  St. 


Occupation 

Self-employed 

Sheet  Metal  Worker 

Office  Worker 

Retired 

Truck  Driver 

Secretary 

Asst.  Admin. 

Teacher 

Carpenter 

Retired 

Hairdresser 

Exec.  Secretary 

Coordinator 

Student 

Farmer 

Assoc.  Professor 
Display  Maker 
Factory  Worker 
RE  Appraiser 
Teacher 
Office  P  House 
At  Home 
Truck  Driver 
College 
Main  Electric 
Retired 

Customer  Serv.  Rep. 

At  Home 

Waitress 

Elec.  Engineer 

Teacher 

Retired 

Retired 

Leach  &  Garner 
Retired 
Waitress 
Sprayer 
Project  Worker 
US  Marines 
Student 
Town  Worker 
Chef 

Ret.  Store  Mgr. 

Letter  Carrier 

Maintenance 

College  Student 

Clerk 

Rep. 

Religious 

Unemployed 

Assembler 

Secretary 
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JURY  LIST— continued 


Name 

Leonard  E.  Hull,  Jr. 
Joseph  Jardim 
Frances  A.  Jones 
James  A.  Kdan 
Lucille  King: 

Stanley  J.  Koss 
Robin  L.  Lacroix 
Frederick  J.  Lapre 
James  W.  Leach 
William  Lemelin,  Jr. 
Lori  A.  Lindo 
Helen  P.  Love 
Daniel  R.  Mahoney 
Frank  D.  Martin 
Marilyn  Mauricio 
Brian  M.  McCormick 
Patricia  McGuiness 
Antone  C.  Medeiros 
Dawn  Mellen 
Alice  G.  Mendoza 
Joan  Meunier 
Elizabeth  M.  Monteiro 
Shirley  M.  Monds 
Barbara  E.  Munroe 
Joseph  C.  Nader 
Virginia  T.  Nunes 
Karen  J.  O’Connor 
Janet  R.  Outlaw 
Lloyd  Packer 
Louise  M.  Parker 
Marie  A.  Pelletier  . 
George  Perry 
Todd  J.  Perry 
Vera  Pilkington 
Eunice  Plonka 
Susan  P.  Pratt 
Elizabeth  G.  Raleigh 
Claudette  Rebello 
Louis  Rezendes 
Norma  J.  Rizy 
Augustine  D.  Roderiques 
Anna  Mae  Rose 
Jeffrey  F.  Rose 
Rosemarie  M.  Ross 
Earl  J.  Russell 
Nicholas  T.  San  tore 
James  W.  Scott 
Joyce  B.  Sherman 
Cathy  G.  Silvia 
Ora  Silvia 
Susan  R.  Simmons 
Emily  M.  Smith 
Mary  Soares 
Josephine  L.  Souza 


Address 

2293  Chestnut  St. 

485  Tremont  St. 

540  Brook  St. 

118  Park  Ave. 

1760  Williams  St. 

386  Swanee  Drive 
1650  Wheeler  St. 

1529  Carriage  Park 
2766  Horton  St. 

1975  County  St. 

333  Forest  St. 

2403  Cedar  St. 

366  Swanee  Drive 
3227  Sharps  Lot  Rd. 

400  Lincoln  Ave. 

742  Somerset  Ave. 
1593  Old  Williams  St. 
895  Middle  St. 

2737  Pleasant  St. 

1858  Winthrop  St. 

243  Mount  Hope  St. 
724  Williams  St. 

126  Walker  St. 

487  Spring  St. 

1318  Rebecca  Rd. 

636  Somerset  Ave. 

440  Old  Somerset  Ave. 
1100  Cedar  Wood  Circle 
1595  Wheeler  St. 

1592  Elm  St. 

3012  Elm  St. 

469  Lincoln  Ave. 

976  Middle  St. 

907  Center  St. 

1587  Elm  St. 

2150  Winthrop  St. 

166  Lincoln  Ave. 

2766  Pleasant  St. 

1571  Pine  St. 

1590  Wellington  St. 
3114  Millers  Lane 
505  Center  St. 

510  Williams  St. 

819  Spring  St. 

210  Andrews  St. 

1308  Rebecca  Rd. 

2130  Water  St. 

627  School  St. 

1577  Maple  St. 

375  Main  St. 

214  Lincoln  Ave. 

959  Main  St. 

2036  Somerset  Ave. 

452  Old  Somerset  Ave. 


Occupation 

Coordinator 
Barber 
At  Home 
Hoist  Eng. 

At  Home 

Principal 

Housewife 

Laborer 

Retired 

Wire  Soldr. 

Acct.  Exec. 

At  Home 

Electrician 

Not  Working 

Housewife 

Teacher 

Housewife 

Laborer 

Factory 
Nurse 
Student 
Inspector 
Princess  House 
TV  Tech. 

At  Home 

Production  Worker 

Teacher 

Tool  Maker 

At  Home 

Religious 

Retired 

Truck  Driver 

Patient 

Group  Leader 

Student 

Retired 

Secretary 

Salesman 

Teacher 

Mechanic 

At  Home 

Mechanic 

At  Home 

Electronics 

Engineer 

Handicapped 

Teacher 

At  Home 

Retired 

MRA 

At  Home 

Cafeteria  Worker 

Greenhouse 
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JURY  LIST— continued 


Name 

Address 

Occupation 

Donald  St.  Pierre 

1254  Main  St. 

Carpenter 

Vernon  H.  Steele 

783  Prospect  St. 

Pres.  Paper 

Polly  Jo  Stryker 

1211  Pine  St. 

Florist 

Nancy  Tavares 

3064  Elm  St. 

MRAI 

Jeffrey  M.  Thompson 

778  Spring  St. 

College 

Anna  M.  Torres 

16  Center  St. 

Housewife 

Susan  B.  Travers 

790  Spring  St. 

At  Home 

Wayne  Van  Kirk 

235  Bedford  St. 

Board  Oper. 

Brian  J.  Viera 

197  Forest  St. 

Apprentice 

Selma  V.  Wall 

300  Lincoln  Ave. 

At  Home 

Joseph  Wertz 

646  Williams  St. 

Student 

Jeffrey  S.  Whitmore 

539  School  St. 

Student 

John  F.  Wilson 

2510  Maple  Swamp  Rd. 

Retired 

Willis  E.  Wright 

641  Gray  Terrace 

Natl.  Sales  Mgr. 
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CEMETERY  FUNDS — continued 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

The  Board  would  like  to  thank  the  following  individuals 
and  departments  : 

Chief  Joseph  T.  White  and  the  Dighton  Fire  Department 

John  Furrh,  Ambulance  and  EMT’s 

Alice  Souza,  Council  on  Aging 

Chief  Spratt  and  the  Police  Department 

Supt.  Alfred  Perry  and  the  Highway  Department 

Donald  French,  Plumbing  Inspector 

George  Perry,  Building  Inspector 

All  of  the  above  share  in  handling  the  variety  of  prob¬ 
lems  and  complaints  which  are  reported  to  our  office. 

Special  thanks  to  Leo  Duffy,  Health  Agent;  Carolyn 
Booth,  Registered  Nurse;  and  Paul  Hoffshire,  Animal  In¬ 
spector,  who  represent  the  Board  in  resolving  most  of  the 
problems  in  our  behalf. 

We  express  pur  regrets  on  the  death  this  past  year  of 
Mr.  John  Berger  who  served  as  Animal  Inspector  for  15  years. 

Also,  our  sincere  regrets  on  the  passing  of  Dr.  Charles 
Souza.  Dr.  Souza  served  as  Town  doctor  for  the  Board  of 
Health  and  as  the  school  doctor  for  the  Town  for  over  50 
years. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  P.  TERRY,  Chairman 
ROBERT  F.  FERREIRA,  Clerk 
ARMAND  GAGNE,  Member 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1983. 

Arrests — Default  Warrants  20;  Assault  with  dangerous 
weapon  2;  Assault  and  Battery  on  a  Police  Officer  2;  B/E 
in  the  Night  8;  B/E  in  the  Day  4;  Rape  2;  Protective  Cus¬ 
tody  18;  Larceny  Over  $100.  2.  Larceny  under  $100.  2;  Oper¬ 
ating  under  the  Influence  9;  Receiving  Stolen  Property  2; 
Failure  to  abide  with  Board  of  Health  order  1;  Operating 
without  a  license  3;  Speeding  2;  Shoplifting  2;  Disorderly 
Person  1;  AWOL  1;  Operating  after  suspension  of  license  2; 
Unlawful  transportation  of  alcoholic  Beverage  2;  Procuring 
liquor  for  a  Minor  2;  Operating  to  Endanger  1;  Malicious 
Destruction  of  property  2. 

Warrants  and  summonses  served  121 

Complaints  investigated  1872 

Requests  received  1386 

Investigations  122.  Accidents  110;  Vandalism  104;  Stolen 
Motor  Vehicles  10;  Recovered  Motor  Vehicles  6;  Bomb  Scares 
7 ;  Larceny  Over  51 ;  Larceny  Under  36 ;  Attempted  Larceny 
2;  B/E  in  the  night  8;  B/E  in  the  day  12;  B/E  in  a  business 
18 ;  Attempted  B/E  7 ;  Missing  Persons  17 ;  Missing  Persons 
located  17;  DO  A  8;  Rape  2. 


Permits  granted: 

License  to  Carry  Firearms  102 

License  to  Sell  Firearms  2 

License  to  Sell  Ammo  1 

FID  cards  75 


Officers  attended  classes  in  Homicide  Training,  CPR, 
Lifeline,  Juvenile  Rights,  Chemical  Agents,  Drug  Abuse, 
Social  Services,  Operating  Under  the  Influence  Training  and 
F.B.I.  Crime  Reporting.  All  officers  qualified  on  the  target 
range.  Eight  part  time  officers  attended  the  fourteen  week 
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course  in  Fall  River  for  Reserve/Intermittent  training. 

Our  department  was  the  first  in  this  area  to  fingerprint 
and  photograph  children  for  the  Operation  Identify  program. 
A  Bike  a  thon  was  held  for  the  St.  Jude  Hospital.  Once  again 
the  Police  Association  donated  prizes.  Equipment  purchased 
during  the  year  included  a  new  cruiser,  camera,  copy  machine, 
portable  radio  and  bullet  proof  vests. 

The  following  were  appointed  for  1983 — 

Chief  Karl  K.  Spratt,  Jr.  Sgt.  Antone  R.  Katon 
Patrolmen:  Jon  D.  Bettencourt,  Alfred  Pacheco,  Jr., 

Edward  A.  Pierce,  Jr.,  Gary  T.  Sanson,  Michael  A.  Koneski. 
Policewoman/Secretary:  Janet  B.  Simmons. 

Reserve  Officers:  Everett  C.  Almeida,  Beth  E.  Babbitt, 
Frank  J.  Cambra,  Joseph  Cordeiro,  Jr.,  Roger  S.  Duarte, 
Albert  Enos,  Jr.,  David  A.  Horton,  Robert  L.  MacDonald, 
A.  David  O’Connell,  Ronald  F.  O’Connor,  Donald  A.  O’Connor, 
Joseph  Pimento,  Jr.,  Samuel  D.  Pine,  William  A.  Rasmussen, 
Jr.,  Charles  S.  Richardson,  Leonard  F.  Rose,  William  D.  Rose, 
Donald  L.  St.  Pierre,  Michael  R.  Sanson,  Scott  S.  Silvia, 
William  A.  White,  Jerome  Coelho,  Francis  J.  Duart,  David 

R.  Holt,  Michael  F.  Rose. 

Special  Officers:  Thomas  H.  Booth,  Paul  E.  DeMoura, 
Michael  P.  Hoff  shire,  John  P.  Hunt,  Walter  A.  Jones,  William 

S.  Raposa,  Edward  A.  Reese,  Joseph  W.  Sienko,  Jr.,  Carolyn 
M.  Booth,  Albertine  Dwyer,  Violet  M.  Horton,  Francis  E. 
King,  George  A.  Warish  and  Keith  Quint. 

A  special  thanks  to  the  Dighton  Junior  Garden  Club 
for  the  wreaths  during  the  Christmas  season  and  the  flowers 
in  the  summer. 

My  thanks  to  my  officers.  Town  Officials,  State  Police 
and  other  Town  Departments  for  their  help  during  the  past 
year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

KARL  K.  SPRATT,  JR., 

Chief  of  Police 
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PERMITS  AND  LICENSES  IN  1983 


The  following  permits  were 

issued  by  the  Board  of  Se- 

lectmen : 

Woodstoves 

20 

Sanitation  Permits 

25 

New  Houses 

19 

Sausage  Permit 

1 

Garages 

7 

Garbage  Permit 

1 

Swimming  Pools 

9 

Rubbish  Permit 

1 

Miscellaneous 

51 

Gas  Storage  Permit 

0 

Additions  &  Alterations 

Electric  Permits 

63 

Demolishing 

Disposal  Works 

Plumbing  Permits 

35 

Installers 

14 

Gravel  Permits 

11 

Stables 

15 

The  following  licenses  were 

issued : 

Common  Victualler 

5 

Camps,  Cabins,  Motels 

1 

Retail  Package  Store 

3 

Common  Victualler  (food)  6 

Motor  Vehicle  Licenses 

Oyster  Privilege 

1 

Class  I 

1 

Temporary  Beer  &  Wine 

35 

Class  II 

10 

Lord’s  Day  Sale 

8 

Class  III 

4 

Lord’s  Day 

Denatured  Alcohol 

4 

Entertainment 

Auctioneer 

7 

Oleomargarine 

2 

Food  Service 

Milk,  Store 

5 

Establishment 

63 

Milk,  Vehicle 

2 

Automatic 

Junk  Collector 

2 

Amusement 

9 

Permission  was  issued  to  Frohman  Anderson  to  conduct 

Auto  Cross  Time  Trials  at  the  former  Nike  Site,  Sharp’s  Lot 

Road  on  seven  (7)  Sundays  during  the  year  1983. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


ELEANOR  N.  DUPONT, 

Secretary  to  the  Board 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 


Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  of  Dighton 
Dighton,  Mass. 


Report  of  the  Building  Inspector  for  the  year  1983. 


One  hundred  thirty-six  Building  Permits  were  issued  for 
the  year  1983: 


New  homes: 

Additions  and  alterations: 

Garages : 

Commercial  building: 

Wood/coal  stoves  and  furnaces: 
Miscellaneous :  Small  buildings,  signs, 
fences,  chimneys,  etc.: 

Swimming  pools: 


19 
29 

7 

1 

20 

51 

9 


Inspections  were  made  of  all  new  construction,  schools, 
wood  stoves  and  the  Flea  Market  at  the  Dog  Track. 


Several  complaints  of  Zoning  violations  were  inspected 
and  resolved. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspector  and  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  for 
their  cooperation. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  A.  PERRY, 

Building  Inspector 
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DIGHTON  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


Annual  Report  of  the  Dighton  Historical  Commission 
for  1983.  The  Historical  Commission  meets  monthly  when 
action  is  necessary. 

The  present  holder  of  the  Boston  Post  Cane  is  Edith 
Potter  who  is  97  years  old. 

A  Historical  District  was  created  along  the  Taunton  River, 
where  the  shipping  and  business  interest  of  the  town  were 
carried  on  during  the  1700’s  and  early  1800’s.  The  bounds 
of  the  District  are  Starting  at  Zebulon’s  Landing,  south  side 
of  Main  St.  to  the  Railroad  bed,  east  of  the  railroad  bed 
to  the  north  side  of  Hart  St.  and  thence  by  the  Taunton  River 
to  Zebulon’s  Landing.  The  development  will  be  a  long  time 
proposition  as  monies  become  available.  The  restrictions  will 
be  few,  yet  the  Commission  wishes  to  be  informed  when  any 
property  changes  are  to  be  made. 

The  Commission  met  with  descendants  of  the  Wampa- 
noag  Indians  in  planning  a  tribal  observance  at  the  Council 
Oak  in  November  on  the  20th. 

This  also  included  a  tribal  feast  and  dance  held  at  the 
Grange  Hall. 


DIGHTON  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

CHARLES  HARRIS,  Chairman 
ELAINE  VARLEY,  Secretary 
ARTHUR  STAPLES 
DR.  ROSE  BORGES 
ANN  ECKMAN 
WILLIAM  GROVER 
ROBERT  McQUIRK 
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BOARD  OF  APPEALS 


This  is  the  twentieth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of 
Appeals.  During  the  year  1983  this  Board  conducted  fourteen 
(14)  public  hearings  where  variances  to  the  Zoning  By-Law 
were  sought  by  property  owners  in  the  Town  of  Dighton. 
Of  these  cases  all  were  granted. 

Variances  to  the  Zoning  By-Laws  are  issued  by  the 
Board  when  its  members  find  undue  hardships  to  the  peti¬ 
tioner  in  failing  to  obtain  a  permit  to  build  and  when  the 
granting  of  a  variance  does  not  materially  or  adversely  affect 
the  public  or  the  abutting  property  owners. 

Zoning  regulations  could  not  be  successfully  imposed  if 
there  were  not  provided  some  means  of  granting  relief  to 
owners  of  land  from  hardships  that  arise  from  the  strict 
application  of  the  law. 

No  matter  how  carefully  the  ordinances  or  by-law  is 
drawn,  there  are  bound  to  be  cases  in  which  literal  application 
of  the  law  deprives  the  owner  of  all,  or  almost  all,  beneficial 
use  of  his  land. 


BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

JOSEPH  LAWRENCE 
FROHMAN  ANDERSON 
JOSEPH  P.  PACHECO 
WILLIAM  JOHNSON 
J.  FORD  GOLSBY 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

Mr.  Harlan  Horton  mowed  the  cemeteries  when  necessary. 

Repairing  of  stones  was  done  in  nearly  every  cemetery. 

Work  was  done  in  the  outlying  cemeteries  that  the 
average  Citizen  does  not  see  because  of  their  location.  Again 
the  Horton's  have  gone  beyond  the  call  of  duty  in  the 
Cemetery  Care. 


CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 

ARTHUR  MORTON 
ELAINE  VARLEY,  Clerk 
COLLETTE  GAGNON 


DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1983 


MALES 

400 

FEMALES 

60 

SPAYED  FEMALES 

277 

KENNELS 

15 

752 
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COUNCIL  ON  AGING  REPORT 


We  are  all  aware  of  the  fact  that  people  are  living 
longer  so  it  becomes  the  policy  of  the  Council  on  Aging  Board 
to  provide  programs  to  help  seniors  live  a  more  healthy  and 
productive  life.  We  are  constantly  updating  our  programs  and 
adding  new  ones  which  will  be  beneficial  to  our  seniors. 
Specific  programs  are  presented  each  month  which  are  most 
informative  and  interesting  for  better  health  care.  The  “Straw¬ 
berry  Vine’'  our  monthly  bulletin  informs  our  seniors  of  the 
latest  services  that  are  available  to  every  Dighton  Citizen  60 
years  of  age  or  older. 

The  Drop-In  Center  at  Lincoln  Village  is  open  each 
Wednesday  from  1:00  to  4:00  P.M.  for  all  elder  citizens.  There 
are  no  specific  requirements  for  attendance.  You  have  the 
choice  of  attending  every  week  or  only  on  special  occasions. 
Again  I  repeat  there  are  no  dues  accepted  for  these  services, 
they  are  free. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  latest  services  being 
offered : 

Health  Fitness  Program:  “Lets  Get  Physical” 

Storm  Emergency  List 
Dial-A-Ride— GATRA 

Meals  on  Wheels — to  homebound  who  qualify 

> 

Emergency  I-D  Bracelets 
Income  Tax  Help 
Phone  Pals 
Line  Dancing 
Cancer  Detection  Day 
Talent  Bank 
Medical  Loan  Closet 
Lifeline 

We  regret  the  loss  of  Dr.  Charles  M.  Souza  a  very  dear 
friend  and  dedicated  Board  member  of  the  Dighton  Council 
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on  Aging.  He  serviced  Dighton  and  the  surrounding  com¬ 
munities  for  50  years.  He  will  be  sadly  missed  by  the  Seniors, 
the  young  people  and  particularly  by  the  school  children. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  most  sincerely  the  Council  on 
Aging  Board  members,  the  Housing  Authority,  the  Town 
Officials,  the  Citizens  of  Dighton,  the  Volunteers  and  our 
Director  Alice  Souza  for  the  excellent  team  work  provided 
by  all  of  the  above. 

May  the  year  1984  be  a  Healthy  and  Happy  One. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

DR.  ROSE  BORGES,  Chairman 


COUNCIL  ON  AGING  BOARD 

DR.  ROSE  BORGES,  Chairman 

MARGARET  BORDEN,  Vice  Chairman 
PHOEBE  MEDEIROS,  Secretary 

ELLA  SPRATT,  Treasurer 

BELLA  BOUCHER,  Home  Care  Representative 
LEO  LAKE 
HOWARD  CONLON 
JOHN  SMITH 

DR.  CHARLES  M.  SOUZA  (Deceased) 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

16  January  1984 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  submit  my  fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Dighton  Fire 
Department,  as  required  by  Section  42  of  Chapter  48  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Laws. 


The  Fire  Department  answered  503  emergency  calls  dur¬ 
ing  1983,  including  352  Ambulance  and  Rescue  calls. 

A  breakdown  of  Fire  Calls  is  as  follows: 


8 —  Accident  Assist 

5 —  Automobile 
1 — Barn 

9 —  Bomb  Scare 
13 — Box  Alarm 

1 — Broken  Gas  Line 

10 — Brush 
3 — Chemical  Spill 
24 — Dwelling 

1 —  False  Alarm 

3 — Faulty  Wiring 

2 —  Garage 

1 — Gas  Explosion 
1 — Gas  Leak  Investigation 
1 — Gasolene  Can 

6 —  Grass 


1 — Greenhouse 
1 — Hazardous  Chem.  Leak 

1 —  Industrial 

4 — Investigation 

2 —  Medical  Emergency 

1 —  Needless  Call 

2 —  Oil  Burner  Flooded 
2— Oil  Spill 

6 — ^Public  Service 
1 — Search 

1 —  School 

2—  Shed  ^ 

31 — Standby 

1 —  Tree 

2 —  Unpermitted  burning 
4 — Washdown 


Approximate  figures  of  Materials  and  Equipment  Used: 


Booster  Hose  . 9,450  feet 

Forestry  Hose  .  2,300  feet 

11/2"  Hose  .  2,300  feet 

214"  Hose  .  1,250  feet 

Booster  Tank  Water  .  19,750  gals. 

Ladders  .  647  feet 

Foam  Generator  .  1  time 

Jaws  of  Life  .  2  times 

Rescue  Boat .  1  time 
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Permits  Issued:  Open-air  Burning  575,  Blasting  11,  Black 
Powder  Storage  7,  Gasolene  Storage  1,  LP  Gas  Storage  3, 
Oil  Storage  12,  Model  Rocket  3,  Small  Arms  Ammunition  1, 
Building  Plan  Reviewed  for  New  Construction  19,  Certificate 
of  Compliance  for  Smoke  Detectors  58. 

Inspections :  All  Inspections  have  been  made  in  accordance 
with  Section  1  of  Chapter  143  of  all  buildings  licensed  by  and 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Department  of  Public  Health. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Call  Firefighters  on  the  Official 
Roster  of  the  Department  as  of  31  December,  1983. 


Allie,  Jeffrey  J. 

Horton,  Maynard  F.,  Jr. 

Babbitt,  Beth  E. 

*Horton,  Neil 

Ball,  George  W. 

Lavigne,  George  F. 

*  Belanger,  Roland 

Marks,  Michael  E. 

Brightman,  Alan  B. 

Mason,  Charles,  Jr. 

Carr,  Howell  S.,  Jr. 

Motto,  Russell  J. 

^'Carr,  Mark 

Pavao,  Manuel 

Carr,  Matthew  H. 

Perry,  James  H. 

Coelho,  Jerome 

Perry,  Joseph,  Jr. 

*Cordeiro,  Joseph 

Perry,  Roger 

Costa,  Raymond  J. 

Perry,  William  J. 

Costa,  Raymond  J.,  JJr. 

Richardson,  Charles  S. 

Daniel,  Stephen  G. 

Rines,  Philip  H.,  Sr. 

Enos,  Albert,  Jr. 

Rivet,  Richard 

*  Farias,  Michael 

Rose,  Francis 

*  Ferry,  Thomas 

Rose,  Gary  T. 

Ferry,  William  R. 

Rose,  Michael  F. 

Fleck,  JJoseph  W. 

Rose,  Thomas  F.,  Ill 

Fournier,  Normand  R. 

Sears,  Charles  E.,  Jr. 

*Fournier,  Normand  R.,  II 

Silvia,  Alvin 

*Furrh,  James 

Smus,  Joseph  A. 

Furrh,  John  W. 

Spratt,  Karl  K.,  Jr. 

Godfrey,  Michael  E. 

Spring,  William  E. 

Gracia,  Kevin  L. 

Staplies,  Arnold  F. 

Hamilton,  Richard  E. 

Tiffany,  David  L. 

Holmes,  William  0.  . 

Torres,  Peter  K. 
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Vincent,  Robert  F. 
Waller,  Keith  E. 
White,  Joseph  T.,  Jr. 


Wilbur,  Frederick  D. 
Emergency  Medical  Services 
Fournier,  Alberta 


*  Probationary 


In  June,  Call  Fireman  David  L.  Dupont  passed  away  after 
a  short  illness.  Dave  served  the  Department  well  and  is  missed 
by  all  of  us. 

Our  Department  took  advantage  of  some  excellent  train¬ 
ing,  provided  for  by  the  Massachusetts  Firefighting  Academy 
during  the  past  year.  Many  of  our  members  took  part  in  a 
Mini  Course  in  Firefighting  in  October;  again  in  December 
classes  were  held  on  Auto  fires  and  Safety  to  the  Firefighter. 
This  type  of  training  is  needed  to  keep  our  people  informed 
of  many  of  the  hazards  of  firefighting  and  how  to  best 
protect  himself  and  still  get  the  job  done  safely. 

In  October  disaster  struck  when  L.P.  Gas  escaped  into 
the  building  of  the  Novitiate  of  the  Dominican  Sisters  on 
Elm  Street,  causing  the  building  to  explode.  As  a  result  of 
this  explosion  Sister  Marie  Terese  Pelletier  lost  her  life  and 
Sister  Vimala  Yadakumpaden  was  very  seriously  injured.  The 
accident  was  caused  by  a  digging  operation  at  the  above 
location.  It  may  be  years  before  litigation  is  settled. 

A  word  of  caution  to  all  who  are  in  the  construction 
trade:  Be  sure  that  notification  is  made  to  all,  Utility  Com¬ 
panies  before  any  excavation  is  started  on  any  public  or 
private  property.  To  the  owners  of  property:  be  sure  that 
all  permits  for  the  storage  of  L.P.  Gas,  Fuel  Oil  and  other 
inflammables  have  been  received  from  the  Fire  Department. 
The  storage  or  use  of  any  inflammable  requires  a  permit, 
issued  by  the  Fire  Department  who  will  assist  you  in  obtain¬ 
ing  any  permit  needed. 

As  the  Town  grows  so  do  the  needs  of  the  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment.  As  a  Department  we  have  not  grown  or  replaced  equip¬ 
ment  for  many  years.  To  mention  just  a  few  things  that  are 
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needed  now  are  additional  full-time  Firemen,  replacement  of 
radio  equipment  at  both  stations.  We  should  plan  to  replace 
Engine  #4,  which  is  now  22  years  old,  plus  replacement  of  the 
Ambulance,  all  in  the  near  future. 

I  wish  to  Thank  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  De¬ 
partment  for  their  dedication,  without  which  our  Department 
would  not  exist. 

I  also  Thank  the  Chief  of  Police,  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  and  the  men  of  both  of  those  Departments  for  their 
assistance  and  cooperation. 

I  wish  to  also  Thank  Building  Inspector  George  Perry 
for  his  able  assistance. 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  a  special  Thank  You,  for 
their  continued  support  and  understanding. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  T.  WHITE, 

Chief  of  the  Fire  Department 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 


/ 

The  Planning  Board  met  27  times  this  year.  There  were 
no  new  subdivisions  submitted  to  the  Board,  but  there  were 
several  subdivisions  approval  not  required  which  were  acted 
on  favorably. 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  Manuel  Ferreira  who  was  elected 
to  another  five  year  term.  We  regret  the  resignation  of 
Thomas  Pires  who  had  served  as  our  chairman  for  the  past 
four  years.  We  wish  him  well.  He  has  been  replaced  by 
Harold  Dennis. 

Our  office  is  open  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons 
from  1-4  p.m.  and  we  meet  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays 
of  the  month  at  7:30  p.m. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PAUL  JOLY,  Chairman 
FRANK  ALVES,  Vice  Chairman 
HAROLD  DENNIS,  Clerk 
MANUEL  FERREIRA,  SPREDD  Rep. 
JOHN  PELLETIER 
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REPORT  OF  THE  VETERANS’  AGENT 


To  the  Honorary  Board  of  Selectmen: 

The  Citizens  of  Dighton: 

The  fiscal  year  1979  had  an  appropriation  of  $25,000. 
This  balance  was  reduced  to  $19,000  in  1982,  which  proved 
to  be  sufficient  until  1983  and  1984. 

As  I  mentioned  in  last  years’  Annual  Report,  the  medical 
costs  for  the  Veterans’  Department  have  risen  at  an  alarming 
rate  due  to  the  increasing  changes  in  coverage  and  for  the 
rise  in  costs  for  coverage  being  executed  by  Medicare,  Blue 
Cross,  and  all  health  plans.  Therefore,  I  find  it  imperative  to 
request  an  increase  of  $5,000  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  de¬ 
partment  for  the  appropriation  of  Veterans’  Benefits. 

The  caseload  has  increased  and  this  department  is  still 
within  a  range  of  about  80%  of  all  benefits  being  paid  for 
qualified  Veterans  to  Medical  Assistance. 

Any  Veteran  or  person  needing  information  or  assistance 
can  contact  me  by  calling  the  Selectmen’s  office. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BARBARA  L.  ALBERT, 

Veterans’  Agent 
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S  R  P  E  D  D  REPORT 
TOWN  OF  DIGHTON 

During  1983  the  Town  of  Dighton  continued  its  member¬ 
ship  for  the  fourteenth  year  in  the  Southeastern  Regional 
Planning  and  Economic  Development  District.  SRPEDD  is  a 
planning  and  economic  development  agency  formed  under  state 
law  to  serve  twenty-eight  communities  in  southeastern  Massa¬ 
chusetts  by  providing  a  cooperative  approach  to  regional 
issues. 

The  District  is  governed  by  a  Commission  consisting  of 
a  chief  elected  official  or  designee  and  a  planning  board  repre¬ 
sentative  from  each  participating  municipality  and  six  low- 
income  and  minority  representatives.  Dighton’s  Commission 
representatives  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Planning 
Board,  respectively,  are  Allan  L.  Campbell,  who  serves  as 
secretary  to  the  Commission  and  the  Executive  Committee, 
is  a  member  of  the  Joint  Transportation  Planning  Group, 
and  is  a  director  of  SEED  Corporation;  and  Manuel  Ferreira. 

In  addition  to  regional  planning  and  economic  develop¬ 
ment,  SRPEDD  assists  member  cities  and  towns.  Through 
the  free  municipal  assistance  program,  each  community  re¬ 
ceives  time  for  local  projects  and  assistance  in  preparing 
applications  for  federal  and  state  funds. 

The  agency^s  purpose  is  to  plan  for  regional  land  use, 
economic  development,  housing,  transit,  transportation,  solid 
waste,  energy  resources  and  conservation,  and  air  and  water 
quality.  Local  participation  in  these  regional  plans  enables 
communities  to  be  eligible  for  federal  and  state  dollars. 

Services  to  Dighton  this  past  year  included: 

•  Providing  continued  assistance  with  the  Dighton  landfill 
expansion  efforts;  and 

•  Preparing  the  Dighton/Taunton  Truck  Route  Study. 

Regional  plans  and  other  activities  conducted  this  year 
benefiting  all  communities  included: 

•  Approval  of  over  $230  million  in  regional  grant  applica- 
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tions  to  federal  and  state  agencies  and  of  over  $32  million 
in  Industrial  Revenue  Bonds  which  will  create  approximately 
1,200  new  jobs  in  the  region. 

•  Environmental  assessment  reviews  of  state  and  federally 
funded  projects,  and  reviews  of  all  local  zoning  amendments. 
The  reviews  are  advisory  and  are  oriented  toward  making 
proposals  more  cost-effective  and  feasible. 

•  The  annual  update  of  the  Overall  Economic  Development 
Program  (OEDF)  which  makes  member  communities  eligible 
for  U.S.  Economic  Development  Administration  funding  and 
a  10  percent  bonus  for  public  facility  projects. 

•  The  annual  update  of  the  Transportation  Improvements 
Program  (TIP)  which  lists  major  projects  in  each  community 
for  federal  and  state  funding.  A  project  must  be  included  on 
the  TIP  in  order  to  be  eligible  for  these  funds. 

•  A  Housing  Conversion  and  Rehabilitation  Program  funded 
with  bonus  money  provided  to  SRPEDD  by  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development.  The  program 
provided  grants  to  establish  16  new  housing  units  in  existing 
structures  throughout  the  region. 

•  Marketing  Southeastern  Massachusetts — SRPEDD  was 
actively  involved  in  the  Golden  Connection  effort  in  Connecti¬ 
cut  to  attract  high  technology  industries  to  the  region  and 
prepared  the  five  publications  used  to  market  the  region. 

•  SEED,  South  Eastern  Economic  Development  Corpora¬ 
tion,  established  and  staffed  by  SRPEDD  provides  low-interest, 
long-term  financing  to  small  businesses  in  southeastern  Massa¬ 
chusetts  through  the  U.S.  Small  Business  Administration’s 
‘‘503”  Program.  In  1983,  SEED  assisted  four  businesses  which 
resulted  in  total  investments  of  over  $1.5  million  and  created 
66  jobs. 

SRPEDD  represents  the  collective  will  of  its  member  com¬ 
munities.  As  the  responsibilities  and  problems  of  municipali¬ 
ties  become  increasingly  complex,  the  District  can  provide  tech¬ 
nical  assistance  to  local  boards,  encourage  cooperation  among 
communities,  and  provide  a  comprehensive  approach  to  issues 
that  cross  local  boundaries. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

To  the  Town  Moderator,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and 

the  Citizens  of  Dighton: 

The  Town  Moderator  appointed  the  Finance  Committee 
for  1983-1984  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  June  13,  1983. 
The  Committee  welcomes  their  new  members :  Carol  Chencus, 
Della  Hathaway,  Mary  Pacheco  and  Joseph  Silva  Jr;  and 
thanks  their  retiring  members :  Paul  DeMoura,  Gary  Hartley, 
William  Hubbard  and  Patricia  Siedentopf  for  their  services 
and  their  involvement.  Mr.  DeMoura  and  Mr.  Hartley  both 
served  as  Chairman ;  Mrs.  Siedentopf  served  as  Vice-Chairman 
and  Mr.  Hubbard  served  as  Secretary. 

All  money  articles  on  the  warrants  of  the  Annual  and 
Special  Town  Meetings  were  reviewed,  and  recommendations 
were  given  on  all  articles.  $12,611.81  was  transferred  from 
the  Reserve  Account  for  emergency  and  unforeseen  expenses 
in  F.Y.  1983. 

Th  Town  of  Dighton  has  complied  with  Proposition  21/2 
for  the  third  consecutive  year.  The  levy  has  stayed  below 
the  two  and  one  half  percentage  ceiling  of  the  total  valuation. 
The  appropriations  and  county/state  charges  have  increased, 
but  have  been  balanced  with  increases  in  State  aid.  This  has 
been  accomplished  with  the  cooperation  of  Town  Officials. 
Once  again,  the  Finance  Committee  thanks  Mrs.  Dupont  and 
Mrs.  Hopkins  for  their  special  efforts.  A  special  note  of 
appreciation  to  Mr.  Armand  Gagne  for  his  continued  assistance 
to  our  committee. 

The  Finance  Committee  welcome  citizen  attendance  and 
participation  at  their  meetings. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

DELLA  HATHAWAY,  Chairman 

JOSEPH  SILVA,  R.,  Vice-Chairman 

EDWARD  SILVIA,  Secretary 

MARY  PACHECO 

JAMES  PERRY 

JEFF  REID 

CAROL  CHENCUS 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  Fiscal  Year  1983  in 
the  following  schedules: 

Combined  Balance  Sheet  -  All  Funds 

General  Fund 
Receipts 
Disbursements 

Statement  of  Appropriations 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Funds 
Receipts 
Disbursements 

Special  Revenue  Funds 
Receipts 
Disbursements 

Municipal  Indebtedness  Analysis 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  Town  of  Dighton  has  con¬ 
verted  to  the  new  Uniform  Municipal  Accounting  System 
(UMAS).  UMAS  was  developed  to  bring  the  accounting  sys¬ 
tem  more  in  tune  with  generally  accepted  accounting  princi¬ 
ples  (GAAP)  applicable  to  governmental  accounting.  These 
principles  have  recently  been  refined  and  revised  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Governmental  Accounting  in  its  publication 
'‘Governmental  Accounting,  Auditing  and  Financial  Report¬ 
ing”  (GAAFR)  issued  in  November  1980. 

After  one  year  it  is  apparent  that  changes  must  still  be 
made  (some  have  been  made  in  FY  1984)  and  that  the  system 
will  still  continue  to  change,  however,  the  year  of  conversion, 
which  is  most  difficult,  has  been  completed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DORIS  B.  HOPKINS, 

Town  Accountant 
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GENERAL  FUND— CASH  RECEIPTS— FY  1983 


Personal  property  taxes 
Real  estate  taxes 
Tax  liens 

Motor  vehicle  excise 
Penalties  &  interest  on 
taxes  &  excises 
Payments  in  lieu  of  taxes 
Fees 

Licenses  &  permits 


85,805.86 

1,236,920.31 

23,486.62 

117,473.40 

14,022.18 

853.78 

2,696.65 

12,110.10 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
School  Aid  Ch.  70 
Transportation  Ch.  71 
Transportation  Ch.  71A 
School  Ch.  71B 
Chps.  76  -  74 
Over  22  transportation 
Ch.  59  abatements 
Reimb.loss  of  taxes^ — elderly 
Ch.  825  Highway 
Local  aid 
Lottery  Ch.  29 
Highway  Ch.  81 
Veterans  Ch.  115 
Highway  paint  striper 
County  distributions 
Miscellaneous 
Earnings  on  investments 
Fines  &  forfeits 
Transfers  from  Trust  Funds 
Transfers  from  Special  Revenue 
Repurchase  agreements 
Certificates  of  deposit 
Off  duty  work  detail/police 
Off  duty  work  detail/ school 
Off  duty  work  detail/fire 
Federal  withholding  tax 


326,197.00 

29,680.00 

44,182.00 

2,250.00 

3,919.00 

6,297.00 

700.00 

13,387.42 

49,331.89 

218,228.00 

30,862.00 

32,451.00 

4,410.48 

2,304.36 

2,656.00 

3,688.42 

24,213.17 

9.203.68 
27,290.00 

2.450.68 
575,000.00 

4,745,000.00 

18,072.72 

2,341.63 

337.50 

244,068.20 
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State  withholding  tax  82,792.63 

County  retirement  31,711.30 

Teachers  retirement  52,964.48 

Group  insurance  deductions  48,833.66 

Direct  payments  group  ins.  2,447.59 

Receipts  for  group  ins.  7,127.78 

Dues — highway  645.00 

Dues/police  743.75 

Dues/teachers  3,934.00 

Tax  sheltered  annuities  18,163.76 

Teachers  income  protection  322.44 

Deferred  Compensation  5,504.00 

Tax  titles  due  districts  1,222.76 

Tax  anticipation  notes  payable  1,700,000.00 

Refunds  18.94 

Prior  year  expenditures  184.30 


Total  cash  receipts 
Cash  balance  7/1/82 


9,868,507.44 

91,911.74— 


9,776,595.70 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


63 


DISBURSEMENTS  OF  GENERAL  CASH 
GENERAL  FUND— FY  1983 


Repurchase  agreements 
Certificates  of  deposit 
Property  tax  refunds 
Motor  vehicle  excise  refunds 
Off  duty  work  detail/police 
Off  duty  work  detail/school 
Off  duty  work  detail/fire 
Federal  withholding  tax 
State  withholding  tax 
County  retirement 
Teachers  retirement 
Group  insurance  deductions 
Direct  payment  group  ins. 

Receipts  for  group  ins. 

Dues/highway 

Dues/i)olice 

Dues/teachers 

Tax  sheltered  annuities 

Teachers  income  protection 

Deferred  compensation 

Tax  titles  due  districts 

Temporary  loans — anticipationn  of  revenue 


575,000.00 

4,095,000.00 

28,998.39 

1,562.20 

18,331.17 

3,179.23 

337.50 
244,068.20 

82,792.63 

31,405.82 

50,179.53 

48.399.75 
2,242.15 
7,379.79 

645.00 

367.50 
3,934.00 

18.735.76 
315.84 

5,504.00 

1,222.76 

950,000.00 


FY  1983  appropriations 

General  government  372,298.76 

Protection  of  persons  &  property  308,418.83 
Eduction 

fs;  93  45 

Sanitation  ’ 

other  environmental  • 

Human  services  Syn 

Culture  &  recreation 

Debt  service  l’l47'25 

Unclassified  1,14 


3,286,141.37 
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Prior  year  appropriations 

General  government  6,405.76 

Protection  of  persons  &  property  500.00 

Sanitation  4,354.00 

Unclassified  27,397.46 

-  38,657.22 


Other  financing  uses 

Stabilization  Fund  2,564.70 

Unemployment  compensation  2,339.00 

Cemeteries — perpetual  care  1,951.00 

Tax  Title  foreclosure  4,475.00 

County  assessment  100,260.03 

State  assessments  48,973.99 


Transfer  to  agency  fund 


160,563.74 

30,143.76 


Less  interfund  transfers 

Total  disbursements 
Cash  balance  6/30/83 


9,685,107.31 

28,001.05— 

9,657,105.81 

119,489.89 


9,776,595.70 
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Retirement  of  Debt — 

Town  Office  Bldg.  15,000.00  15,000.00 

Sewer  Project  Step  11  17,193.00  17,193.00 
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FEDERAL  REVENUE  SHARING  FUNDS 

Fiscal  Year  1983 


RECEIPTS 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Funds 

$  96,507.00 

Earnings  on  investments 

2,909.39 

Repurchase  agreements 

130,000.00 

Total  cash  received 

229,416.39 

Cash  balance  7/1/82 

48,666.38 

$278,082.77 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Police  Department 

$  81,152.00 

Repurchase  agreements 

195,000.00 

Total  cash  paid 

276,152.00 

Cash  balance  6/30/83 

1,930.77 

$278,082.77 
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SPECIAL  REVENUE  FUNDS 
Fiscal  Year  1983 


RECEIPTS 

Dog  sales  &  licenses 
Insurance  reimbursement  for  damages 
Cafeteria — Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Cafeteria — School 
Industrial  Arts 
Chapter  1 — School 
ECIA  Grant — School 
Highway  M/A  30333 
M/A  30532 

Highway  Improvement  Chapter  336 

Proceeds  from  note 

Council  on  Aging — Romero  Trust 

Council  on  Aging — Equipment  Grant 

Arts  Council — State  Grant 

Arts  Council — Other 

Total  cash  received 
Cash  balance  7/1/82 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Dog  sales  &  licenses 

Insurance  reimbursement  for  damages 

Cafeteria 

Industrial  Arts 

Chapter  1 — School — ^returned  to  state 
Chapter  1 — School 
Technical  assistance  energy  audit 
ECIA  Grant 
Highway  M/A  29579 
M/A  30333 
M/A  30532 

Council  on  Aging — Romero  Trust 
Council  on  Aging — Outreach  Grant 
Council  on  Aging — Newsletter  Grant 
Arts  Council 


Transferred  to  General  Fund 
Transferred  to  Agency  Fund 


$  2,176.75 
7,187.76 
32,375.15 
46,422.85 
919.95 
26,560.00 
4,396.00 
16,025.85 
12,000.07 
9,041.00 
8,38200 
10,000.00 
764.00 
178.00 
49.00 


176,478.38 

51,331.44 


$227,809.82 


$  2,167.75 
4,787.53 
71,778.39 
402.00 
3,784.81 
26,514.93 
227.00 
4,396.00 
928.00 
21,367.80 
29,188.07 
4,539.43 
215.00 
62.10 
208.00 


170,566.81 

2,450.68 

21.00 


173,038.49 

54,771.33 


Total  cash  disbursements 
Cash  balance  6/30/83 


$227,809.82 


municipal  indebtedness  analysis 

June  30,  1983 
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BRISTOL  COUNTY  MOSQUITO  CONTROL  PROJECT 
ANNUAL  REPORT  —  DIGHTON,  MASS. 

December  31,  1983 

On  June  30,  1984  the  Bristol  County  Mosquito  Control 
Project  will  complete  twenty-five  years  of  service  to  the  cities 
and  towns  of  Bristol  County. 

The  mosquito  control  project  works  year  round  in  its 
efforts  to  reduce  mosquito  breeding  sites  and  adult  mosquito 
populations.  The  Project  uses  several  different  measures  of 
control  in  its  never  ending  fight  against  mosquitos. 

Winter  Pre-hatch — To  treat  breeding  areas  that  are  ac¬ 
cessible  only  on  the  ice  during  the  winter  months. 

Spring  and  Summer  Larviciding — ^To  reduce  the  emer¬ 
gence  of  adult  mosquitos  in  areas  where  mosquito  larvae  is 
present. 

Catch  Basin  Treatment — To  stop  mosquito  emergence 
from  rain-filled  catch  basins  and  storm  drains. 

Light  Trapping  Program  — To  monitor  mosquito  popula¬ 
tion  as  to  their  type  and  number — a  program  necessary  in 
encephalitis  surveillance.  Light  trapping  of  mosquitos  is  also 
useful  to  determine  what  areas  have  high  mosquito  popula¬ 
tions  and  should  be  sprayed. 

Water  Management — A  year  round  endeavor  to  clean  and 
construct  mosquito  drainage  ditches  in  low  land  swamps  to 
reduce  their  favorability  as  breeding  sites  for  mosquito  larvae. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Bristol  County  Mosquito  Control 
Project  to  use  pesticides  that  are  environmentally  safe  so 
that  the  safety  of  the  people  and  environment  are  not  jeop¬ 
ardized.  We  use  as  many  of  the  biological  insecticides  as  are 
practical  with  the  environmental  conditions  present  in  the 
New  England  area.  We  are  presently  using  three  different 
formulations  of  B.T.I.  in  our  larviciding  program. 
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All  of  our  spray  equipment  is  calibrated  periodically  in 
order  to  insure  that  dosage  rates  remain  at  safe  levels  but 
are  adequate  to  reduce  mosquito  populations.  The  operators 
of  our  spray  equipment  are  state  certified  pesticide  applicators 
that  are  required  to  attend  classes  on  pesticide  safety  on  a 
yearly  basis. 

In  sensitive  areas  such  as  where  bees  are  kept,  no  spray¬ 
ing  will  take  place  provided  we  are  made  aware  of  these 
areas.  All  spray  trucks  have  a  list  of  beekeepers  which  is 
continually  updated  but  with  more  people  keeping  bees,  it 
would  be  very  helpful  if  those  people  would  notify  our  office. 
Also,  any  person  that  has  a  sensitivity  to  pesticides  and 
does  not  want  their  property  sprayed  should  contact  our  office 
and  we  shall  honor  their  request. 

In  1983  the  encephalitis  virus  level  was  extremely  high 
throughout  most  of  Southeastern  Massachusetts  with  several 
human  and  horse  cases  appearing  in  late  July  and  early  Au¬ 
gust.  On  August  6,  1983  Bristol  County  had  its  first  human 
case  in  several  years.  During  the  8  weeks  following,  the  spray 
crews  of  the  Bristol  County  Mosquito  Control  Project  worked 
around  the  clock  to  combat  any  further  outbreaks  of  enceph- 
alities.  Our  intensified  ground  spraying  stopped  any  further 
outbreaks  in  the  Bristol  County  area  during  the  1983  mosquito 
season. 

Although  only  one  human  case  was  confirmed  in  Bristol 
County  during  1983,  one  is  far  too  many.  We  are  working 
at  this  very  minute  on  a  method  or  plan  of  attack  to  combat 
encehpalitis  should  the  virus  level  appear  high  enough  for  an 
outbreak  in  1984.  Our  light  trapping  program  shall  be  further 
increased  in  1984  in  order  to  get  more  data  to  be  used  in 
enceptalitis  surveillance.  Extra  spraying  equipment  and  men 
to  operate  them  will  also  be  pressed  into  service  should  a 
need  arise. 

During  the  early  spring  a  total  of  8  acres  of  known  mos¬ 
quito-breeding  swamp  and  woodland  pools  were  treated  in 


74 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


order  to  reduce  breeding.  Only  areas  that  contain  water  that 
does  not  run  off  and  are  known  breeding  sites  are  treated. 

The  spring  brood  of  mosquitos  emerged  around  the  first 
of  May.  Once  a  significant  number  of  mosquitos  were  on  the 
wing  our  ultra  low  volume  foggers  began  to  spray  areas  of 
high  infestation.  This  was  done  continually  throughout  the 
season.  During  the  summer  all  recreational  areas  and  camps 
were  sprayed  on  a  weekly  basis  as  well  as  all  other  areas  of 
the  town  where  mosquitos  were  a  problem.  Due  to  the  warm 
weather  extending  into  October  this  year,  our  spraying  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  end  of  September. 

With  the  end  of  the  spraying  season  our  work  turned 
to  water  management  projects.  At  this  time  crews  cut  brush 
and  clean  debris  from  existing  ditches  and  streams  in  order 
to  insure  a  better  flow  of  water  from  normally  wet  areas. 
A  total  of  700  feet  of  existing  drainage  ditch  was  cleaned 
of  debris.  Our  crawler  tractor  also  dug  1,128  feet  of  drainage 
ditch. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  town  officials  and  the  people  of 
Dighton  for  their  continued  support  and  cooperation  and 
look  forward  to  serving  them  in  the  coming  year.  Should  any¬ 
one  have  a  question  as  to  what  might  be  done  to  relieve  a 
mosquito  problem  in  their  area,  whether  it  is  water  manage¬ 
ment  work,  treatment  of  a  breeding  site,  or  just  having  an 
area  checked,  please  feel  free  to  call  our  office. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALAN  W.  DeCASTRO, 

Superintendent 
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BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  ANNUAL  REPORT 

To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton: 

The  year  1983  focused  on  three  major  issues:  sewerage, 
regionalization,  and  late  tax  bills. 

The  construction  phase  of  the  sewerage  collection  system 
in  North  Dighton  Village  started  in  the  Spring  of  1983  and 
will  be  completed  in  1984.  Because  of  separate  Federal  and 
State  funding,  the  project  was  divided  into  two  parts,  hence 
two  contractors.  There  were  some  minor  inconveniences  as 
the  result  of  the  digging  in  the  streets.  On  a  positive  note, 
the  Town  Treasurer  was  able  to  obtain  a  F.H.A.  loan  of 
$1,076,696.00  at  5%  for  25  years. 

Three  Town  Meetings  addressed  school  (K-12)  regionali¬ 
zation  with  the  Town  of  Rehoboth  with  an  ultimate  negative 
result  in  the  Town  of  Dighton.  This  action  had  no  effect  on 
our  present  regional  agreement  at  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional 
High  School. 

The  assessing/appraisal  process,  the  biennial  re-certifica¬ 
tion  of  valuation,  started  in  early  Winter  of  1983  and  met 
with  many  Local  * and  State  impediments.  May  tax  bills  were 
finally  generated  and  distributed  in  December  .  .  .  seven 
months  late.  The  time  delinquency  resulted  in  many  direct 
and  indirect  costs  that  must  be  avoided  in  the  future.  A  fail¬ 
safe  system  of  control  must  be  in  place  to  effectively  fulfill 
the  1986  re-certification. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  negotiated  by  means  of  collective 
bargaining  new  three  year  contracts  for  both  the  Police  and 
Highway  Departments.  The  Board  also  entered  into  a  mutual 
aid  agreement  with  the  Town  of  Berkley  for  police  protection. 
The  Selectmen  accepted  from  the  Dighton  Police  Association 
a  portrait  of  our  late  Police  Chief,  Charles  H.  Mason.  The 
painting  hangs  in  the  Selectmen's  meeting  room. 
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The  first  bidding  round  for  Cable  Television  was  very 
unsuccessful — there  were  no  bidders.  Subsequently,  the  Town 
entered  into  a  joint  venture  with  Towns  of  Berkley  and  Free¬ 
town.  There  appears  to  be  interest  in  this  concept.  The  Board 
of  Selectmen  thanks  our  Cable  Television  Advisory  Committee 
for  its  efforts  and  its  continued  participation. 

The  Maple  Street  drainage  project  was  cosmetically  fina¬ 
lized  this  Spring.  Drainage  problems  continue  to  be  brought 
to  the  Board's  attention.  They  are  not  isolated  to  one  specific 
section  of  town.  A  grant  application  was  submitted  to  and 
rejected  by  the  Massachusetts  Executive  Office  of  Communi¬ 
ties  and  Development  for  funds  to  alleviate  the  drainage 
problems  in  North  Dighton  Village  under  the  Federally 
sponsored  Jobs  Bill.  The  grant  application  was  re-submitted 
in  December. 

Dighton  co-sponsored  a  grant  application  with  City  of 
Taunton  to  extend  the  sewer  line  down  Route  #138  to  the 
Princess  House  property  line.  This  grant  was  approved  by 
E.O.C.D.  on  the  basis  that  it  will  create  permanent  jobs. 

The  Board,  acting  as  the  Board  of  Health,  denied  its 
first  application  for  a  Board  of  Health  variance  regarding 
our  local  percolation  regulation.  The  issue  was  brought  to 
the  Superior  Court  and  was  adjudicated  in  favor  of  the  Town. 

Arthur  M.  Almeida  was  appointed  to  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  to  replace  the  late  Charles  E.  McKenna,  who  had 
served  more  than  twenty  years  and  had  been  Chairman  for 
many  of  those  years;  Joan  LaFrance  was  appointed  to  the 
Housing  Authority  to  replace  her  late  husband,  Norman  A. 
LaFrance,  who  had  served  the  Authority  since  its  inception 
and,  for  many  years,  as  its  Chairman;  and  Harold  Dennis 
was  appointed  to  the  Planning  Board  to  replace  its  Chairman, 
Thomas  J.  Pires,  who  resigned.  These  appointments  were 
made  in  concert  with  their  respective  committees,  authorities 
or  boards. 
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The  major  road  project  was  the  re-surfacing  of  a  portion 
of  Center  Street.  The  project  was  completed  by  the  Highway 
Department.  They  are  to  be  commended  for  a  job  well  done! 

The  Berkley-Dighton  Bridge  continues  to  be  in  our  thoughts. 
Senator  Parker  has  filed  two  bills  in  the  legislature:  one  for 
the  replacement  of  the  bridge  and  one  for  the  refurbishment 
of  the  bridge.  The  bills  were  co-sponsored  by  Representative 
Menard.  Neither  bill  has  come  out  of  the  Transportation 
Committee.  This  is  an  on-going  effort. 

Our  thanks  are  extended  to  Senator  John  Parker  and 
Representative  Joan  Menard  and  their  staffs  for  their  con¬ 
tinued  efforts.  Also,  our  thanks  are  extended  to  Congressman 
J.  Joseph  Moakley  and  his  staff.  Thank  you  all. 

Additionally,  the  Dighton  Board  of  Selectmen  thanks  all 
who  assisted  us  in  carrying  out  our  duties.  The  time  and 
effort  of  the  Board,  Committees,  Commissions  and  operating 
Departments  have  always  been  in  the  best  interest  and  to 
the  benefit  of  the  Town.  We  extend  our  appreciation  to 
Attorneys  Peter  B.  Gay  and  David  T.  Gay  and  the  firm  of 
Gay  &  Gay  for  their  continued  invaluable  assistance.  We 
extend  our  personal  thanks  to  Mrs.  Eleanor  Dupont,  Secre¬ 
tary  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  to  Mrs.  Doris  Hopkins, 
Town  Accountant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARMAND  GAGNE 
CHARLES  P.  TERRY 
ROBERT  F.  FERREIRA 
Selectmen  of  Dighton 
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DOG  OFFICER’S  REPORT— 1983 

Dog  Bites  .  4  Lost  Dogs  .  36 

Lost  Dogs  .  36  Stray  Dogs  .  69 

Dogs  Sold  . 8  Dog  Complaints  .  124 

ANIMALS  REPORTED  KILLED  BY  DOGS 

Sheep  .  13  Rabbits  .  6 

Chickens .  28 

DOG  LICENSES 

Females  .  $6.00  Males .  $3.00 

Spayed  Females 

w/Certificate  .  $3.00  Kennels — 

$10.00,  $25.00,  $50.00 

All  dogs  over  the  age  of  three  months  are  required  by 
law  to  be  licensed  every  year  and  wear  the  tag  attached 
to  a  collar  or  harness.  New  dog  licenses  are  available  at  the 
Town  Office  on  or  before  April  1st.  Unlicensed  dogs  can  be 
picked  up  at  owners  expense.  Dog  owners  are  completely 
responsible  for  the  welfare  and  actions  of  their  dogs. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Police  Department, 
Communications  Center,  Town  Office  and  Street  Department 
for  all  their  help  and  assistance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  FRENETTE, 

Dog  Officer 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

The  Board  of  Assessors  has  weathered  the  storm  and 
the  tax  rates  for  Fiscal  1983  are  finally  set.  The  bills  have 
been  mailed  out  and  Fiscal  1984  appears  to  be  well  under 
control. 

As  you  are  well  aware  the  process  of  billing  for  Fiscal 
1983  ran  far  behind  schedule.  Due  to  errors  caused  by  a 
variety  of  sources,  both  internal  and  external,  the  delay 
occurred.  We  are  confident  that  a  lesson  has  been  learned 
and  are  diligently  applying  all  our  resources  to  satisfying 
state,  town,  and  taxpayer  needs. 

The  only  way  the  Board  can  serve  you  better  is  through 
interaction  with  the  townspeople.  Therefore,  we  are  eager  to 
receive  any  comments  you  believe  will  help  us  serve  you 
more  equitably  and  efficiently. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Mass,  has  now  made  certification 
to  full  and  fair  cash  value  a  requirement  every  3  years.  This 
will  allow  towns  additional  time  to  gather  their  resources, 
and  meet,  requirements.  We  believe  this  will  greatly  aid  the 
Town  of  Dighton  in  its  quest  to  issue  timely  billings  on  the 
same  annual  basis. 

Personally,  the  Chairman  would  like  to  express  his  ex¬ 
treme  gratitude  to  his  secretary  and  staff,  fellow  assessors, 
other  town  officers,  and  town  citizens  for  making  his  8  years 
in  office  both  professionally  and  personally  satisfying. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

KEVIN  E.  McGILLIVRAY,  Chairman 
LEO  T.  PIVIROTTO 
MICHAEL  F.  ROSE 
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BIRTHS  REGISTERED 

IN  THE  TOWN  OF  DIGHTON  DURING  1983 


Date  Name 

JANUARY 

2  Rebecca  Ann  Ventura 

FEBRUARY 
4  Erica  Lynn  Boyd 

15  . Wargat 

21  Lee  Simmons  Pacheco 


MARCH 

17  Christopher  Alan  Murphy 

17  Kerri  Lyn  Grandmont 

28  Christopher  Joseph  Racine 
28  Janeka  Lynn  Ferreira 


APRIL 

29  Rachel  Mary  Hebert 


MAY 

9  Mary  Kathryn  Wilusz 
20  Lisa  A.  Woodcock 
20  Brad  Peter  Mathieu 


JUNE 

2  Ryan  Christopher  O’Connor 

4  Kristen  Lynn  Botelho 
18  Peter  Alan  Beausoleil 

JULY 

1  Jessica  Lee  Godfrey 

3  Keri  Ann  St.  Laurent 

9  Erin  Alice  McGuire 
22  Matthew  David  Cosgrove 


Parents 


Paul  J.  &  Cheryl  Lynn  Costa^  Ventura 


Stephen  R.  &  Vanessa  Ann  Masse 
Ventura 

Bruce  G.  &  Linda  Therese  Mello 
Wargat 

David  C.  &  Deborah  Beal  Simmons 
Pacheco 


Alan  J.  &  Susan  Frances  Dunham 
Murphy 

Ronald  J.  &  Janet  R.  Courcy 
Grandmont 

Leo  J.  &  Jo  Ann  Ferreira  Racine 
Richard  S.  &  Claire  M.  Lavigne 
Ferreira 


Vincent  F.  &  Catherine  A.  Gurney 
Hebert 


Stephen  M.  &  Mary  Margaret 
Mahoney  Wilusz 
Bruce  A.  &  Brenda  Lee  Emond 
Woodcock 

David  J.  &  Sandra  M.  Marston 
Mathieu 


Donald  A.  &  Karen  Jean  Silvia 
O’Connor 

Ronald  &  Natalie  M.  Medeiros  Botelho 
Alan  &  Laureen  Gay  Aguiar 
Beausoleil 


Michael  E.  &  Cheryl  E.  Carr  Godfrey 
Roger  A.  &  Laurie  Ann  Cerce 
St.  Laurent 

Thomas  F.  &  Pauline  A.  Trucchi 
McGuire 

David  &  Karen  Lynn  Pratt  Cosgrove 
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AUGUST 

2  Jeffrey  Michael  Benoit 
15  Meghan  Leslie  Macomber 
22  Rachel  Leslie  Macomber 

24  Jonathan  Natthew  Hartley 
28  Justin  Richard  Doucette 


SEPTEMBER 

7  Kathryn  Germaine  Rose 

8  Devon  Mary  Preston 


OCTOBER 

25  Jessica  Lynn  Harwood 


NOVEMBER 
3  Adam  Michael  Forstie 

8  Jill  Fernandes 

11  Nicole  Ransley 
22  Kate  Ann  Stafford 

DECEMBER 

8  Laura  Ann  Carignan 
10  Christopher  Michael 
Thompson 

21  Jennifer  Lee  Skinner 

28  Kristopher  David  Boegler 

29  Richard  Stephen  Parchesco 


Joseph  A.  &  Susan  Simmons  Benoit 
Stephen  J.  &  Roberta  J.  Kress  Kaszyk 
Philip  A.  &  Dawn  Leslie  LeComec 
Macomber 

Gary  J.  &  Rhonda  Jean  Longo  Hartley 
Richard  A.  &  Mary  Louise  Cronan 
Doucette 


Raymond  E.  &  Susan  E.  Harwood  Rose 
Steven  G.  &  Cindy  Rae  Amaral 
Preston 


Michael  J.  &  Joyce  Ann  Souza 
Harwood 


Dwight  D.  &  Rebecca  L.  Wilfahrt 
Forstie 

Mark  S.  &  Elizabeth  Ann  Talbot 
Fernandes 

Guy  &  Debra  Joan  Haskins  Ransley 
Richard  J.  &  Carol  F  Souza  Stafford 


Dennis  W.  &  Sue  Ann  Smith  Carignan 
Michael  H.  &  Bernice  A.  Rose 
Thompson 

John  F.  &  Judith  A.  Oliveira  Skinner 
David  A.  &  Dale  M.  Leffort  Boegler 
Stephen  C.  &  Sue  Ann  Austin 
Parcheso 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED 
IN  THE  TOWN  OF  DIGHTON  DURING  1983 


JANUARY 

8  Roger  A.  St.  Laurent  of  Somerset  and  Laurie  A.  Cerce 
of  Dighton 

17  Raymond  L.  Tetreault  of  Dighton  and  Reita  D.  Judson 
of  Falmouth 

28  Barry  L.  Pinto  of  Taunton  and  Nancy  C.  Francis  of 
Dighton 

MARCH 

25  William  Welch  of  Taunton  and  Pamela  J.  Vilela  of 
Dighton 

APRIL 

30  Rick  Horton  of  Taunton  and  Miriam  Lopes  of  Taunton 

MAY 

7  Michael  J.  Farrell  of  Rehoboth  and  Wendy  Fletcher  of 
Dighton 

21  Thomas  Herlihy  of  Hyannis  and  Elizabeth  Shaw  of 
Hyannis 

29  Mark  J.  Litalien  of  Taunton  and  Brenda  Mae  Bennett 
of  Taunton 


JUNE 

11  John  Wedlock  of  R.  I.  and  Mary  Dutra  of  Dighton 
11  David  Hamois  of  Taunton  and  Gloria  Magagu  of  Taun¬ 
ton 

19  Daniel  Ferrie  of  Dighton  and  Linnet  N.  Gow  of  Dighton 
25  Alfred  E.  Gauthier,  Jr.  of  New  Bedford  and  Barbara 
J.  Carr  of  Dighton 
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JULY 

2  Steven  Rego  of  Fall  River  and  Robin  Mellen  of  Dighton 

2  Donat  J.  LeBlanc  of  New  Bedford  and  Susan  L.  Vincent 
of  Dighton 

8  Phillip  Jones,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Patricia  Ervin  of 
Dighton 

8  Edmund  A.  Medeiros  of  Fall  River  and  Donna  M.  Costa 
of  Fall  River 

15  Joseph  J.  Travis  of  Fall  River  and  Helene  L.  Deslauriers 
of  Dighton 

16  Scott  S.  Silvia  of  Dighton  and  Kimberly  A.  Greene  of 
Rehoboth 

18  Roger  W.  Perry  of  Dighton  and  Carolyn  A.  Supon  of 
Dighton 

29  Oscar  E.  Silvia,  Jr.  of  Taunton  and  Joan  E.  Roberts 
of  Taunton 

AUGUST 

13  Thomas  F.  Rose  HI  of  Dighton  and  Deborah  A.  Gordon 
of  Dighton 

27  Paul  R.  Smith  of  Dighton  and  Paulette  A.  Dupuis  of 
Dighton 

SEPTEMBER 

9  John  A.  McVey  of  Centerville  and  Lynn  O'Connell  of 
Dighton 

10  Michael  Thompson  of  Taunton  and  Bernice  Rose  of 
Dighton 

24  Stephen  M.  Aldous  of  Rehoboth  and  Jean  N.  Brechin 
of  Dighton 


OCTOBER 

28  Arthur  J.  Sullivan  of  Somerset  and  Lorraine  Wilson 
of  Somerset 

29  William  L.  Watson  of  Norton  and  Teresa  M.  Frost  of 
Berkley 
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NOVEMBER 

13  William  R.  Curley  of  Dighton  and  Marianne  E.  Duarte 
of  Dighton 

19  Jeffrey  M.  Cook  of  Dighton  and  Robin  L.  Jesse  of 
Dighton 

19  Raymond  J.  Sylvia  of  Dighton  and  Janice  H.  Bolger 
of  Dighton 

25  Sean  E.  Nichols  of  Dighton  and  Donna  S.  Smith  of 
Rehoboth 

DECEMBER 

3  Wayne  A.  Trufan  of  Rehoboth  and  Joanne  M.  Collis 
of  Dighton 

10  Barry  C.  Horton  of  Taunton  and  Barbara  A.  Fox  of 
Taunton 

17  Edwin  G.  James  of  Dighton  and  Brenda  Carol  Chriscoe 
of  Dighton 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED 
IN  THE  TOWN  OF  DIGHTON  DURING  1983 


Date  Name  Age 

JANUARY 

7  Della  Ellen  (Fitzmaurice)  La  Belle  79 

24  Elizabeth  Jane  (Gardner)  Raleigh  52 

FEBRUARY 

1  Harold  Tinkham  Maron  87 

7  Arthur  Victor  Buote  69 

7  Arthur  Wheaton  Horton  68 

27  Delphine  A.  Dutra  74 

MARCH 

6  Kathleen  A.  (Fox)  Drake  75 

14  John  Alves  71 

APRIL 

3  Robert  Edwin  Costa  53 

10  Christina  C.  (Costa)  Neves  80 

23  Mark  Justip  Cabral  1 

MAY 

5  Florence  Rita  (Godinho)  Teixeira  65 

18  Hugh  Frederick  MacDonald  60 

JUNE 

6  Audrey  J.  (Briggs)  Owen  61 

14  Helen  B.  (Parker)  Dupont  72 

16  Helen  K.  (Marron)  Coughlin  63 

27  William  M.  O’Connell  50 

28  David  L.  Dupont  47 

28  Glenn  C.  Kleinschmidt  69 
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JULY 

2  Peter  S.  McKenney  14 

20  Ruth  L.  (Whitmore)  Carpenter  74 

24  Herbert  Holt  69 

28  Edward  L.  Torres  69 

AUGUST 

9  Paul  E.  Lapre  76 

26  Rudolph  C.  Christenson  69 

SEPTEMBER 

2  Harrison  Walter  George,  Jr.  53 

4  Michael  M.  Thomas  22 

13  Mary  (Walczak)  Silver  67 

19  Maria  (Borges)  Farias  91 

OCTOBER 

3  Blanche  E.  (Costa)  Vargas  65 

5  William  H.  Corey  59 

11  Marie  Therese  Pelletier  76 

12  Annie  (Mendoza)  DeMello  91 

23  Arcade  F.  Mandeville  101 

26  John  A.  Berger  50 

NOVEMBER 

1  Rosa  C.  (Coelho)  Evangelho  86 

4  Isabella  Loretta  (Sutcliffe)  Sandlin  87 

6  Norman  A.  LaFrance  55 

14  Charles  E.  McKenna  53 

19  Sarah  E.  (Carpenter)  Whitmore  80 

19  Laurence  Stafford  82 

DECEMBER 

13  Beatrice  G.  (Dery)  McAloon  65 

22  Kenneth  Alan  Rose  19 

Robert  Joseph  May  66 

28  John  Joseph  Brady  82 

30  Raymond  Everett  Swasey  84 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITATION  INSPECTOR 

Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  Hall 
Dighton,  Mass. 

Gentlemen : 

The  following  is  my  report  as  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
year  1983: 

SANITATION  PERMITS  25 

FOOD  SERVICE  PERMITS  63 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  INSTALLERS  14 

All  complaints  on  public  health  problems  were  investi¬ 

gated  and  the  necessary  action  taken  to  obtain  compliance 
where  violations  were  found. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  their  con¬ 
tinued  support  during  1983. 

Respectfully, 

LEO  A.  DUFFY,  R.S.,  C.  H.  O., 

Sanitary  Inspector 
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REPORT  OF  SEWER  COMMISSIONERS 


The  Dighton  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners  hereby 
submit  to  the  citizens  of  Dighton  their  Annual  Report. 

The  year  1983  has  been  a  year  of  installation  as  com¬ 
pared  to  the  past  3  years  of  paperwork. 

As  of  February  1,  1984,  the  project  is  about  84%  com¬ 
plete.  The  remaining  work  consist  of  about  250'  of  pipeline 
and  the  two  pump  stations,  one  at  Park  Street  and  one  at 
Lincoln  Avenue. 

The  project  has  not  been  an  easy  one.  There  have  been 
many  problems,  including  excessive  rain,  bad  soil  conditions 
and  ledge  that  has  raised  havoc  with  the  residents  of  the 
sewered  area  and  town  residents,  as  well  as  the  contractors. 

At  this  time  it  seems  our  biggest  problems  are  behind 
us  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  completing  the  job  and 
getting  things  back  to  normal. 

The  Sewer  Commissioners  would  like  to  express  their 
sincere  thanks  to  all  concerned  for  their  compassion  and 
understanding  through  this  trying  time. 

In  closing  the  Board  also  wishes  to  thank  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  all  department  heads  and  the  staff  at  the  Town 
Hall  for  their  help  and  cooperation  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THE  BOARD  OF  SEWER  COMMISSIONERS 

JEREMIAH  COTTRELL,  Chairman 
ALBERT  ENOS,  JR.,  Clerk 
KENNETH  CUMMINGS 
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This  year  the  Arts  Council  received  $611.00  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Arts  Lottery  Grant,  which  was  dispersed  as  follows : 

Scholarship  $200.00 — Peter  Smith  as  fine  arts  student  at 

Massachusetts  College  of  Art 

Dighton  Arts  Council: 

$300.00 — New  England  Theatre  Guild  for  Children 
111.00 — Arts  &  Craft  Show 

Our  Arts  &  Craft  show,  which  was  held  on  September 
24,  1983,  was  proven  to  be  a  welcomed  event  in  our  town. 

On  February  10,  1984,  the  New  England  Theatre  Guild 
for  Children  will  put  on  two  performances  for  the  children 
at  the  Dighton  Elementary  School.  Each  performance  will 
consist  of  three  one  act  Slavick  Folktales. 

We  also  sponsored  three  one  night  workshops  which  were 
entertaining  as  well  as  educational.  In  the  coming  year  we 
plan  to  continue  these  popular  workshops  as  well  as  plan 
another  Arts  &  Craft  Show. 

Again  this  year  we  help  subsidize  transportation  for 
two  trips  to  the  Boston  Youth  Symphony  attended  by  Ele¬ 
mentary  school  age  youngsters. 

We  would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  has  helped  us  in 
any  way  to  make  our  programs  successful.  We  welcome  any 
suggestions  and  comments  for  future  events. 

Sincerely, 

THE  DIGHTON  ARTS  COUNCIL 

LUCILLE  McGILLIVRAY,  Chairman 

NANCY  SILVIA,  Secretary 

CHRISTINE  LYNCH,  Program  Co-ordinator 

PATRICIA  MANSFIELD 

DEBORAH  PACHECO 

JOSEPH  HATHAWAY 

FAITH  MARKS 

MARY  BALL-HOWKINS 

NANCY  McGILLIVRAY 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


TOWN  OF  DIGHTON 
and 

DIGHTON-REHOBOTH 
REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 


Year  Ending  June  30,  1983 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


SUPERINTENDENT 

Joseph  C.  Harrington,  Ed.  D. 

Residence:  54  School  Street,  Rehoboth 
Office:  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School 
Telephone:  Home  252-4552  —  Office  252-4500,  252-6833 


ADMINISTRATOR  OF  BUSINESS 
James  P.  Horton,  B.  S. 


DIRECTOR  OF  SPECIAL  SERVICES 
Russell  F.  Latham,  M.  Ed. 


UNION  #37/DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL 
SCHOOL  DISTRICT  SUPPORT  STAFF 

Nancy  J.  Goulart,  Office  Manager 
Carol  Arnold  Lois  Munroe 

Beverly  Chaloux  Jean  Pacheco 

Bernadette  DeRoche  Doris  Perry 

Joyce  Grassie  Joan  M.  Reed 


DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

Treasurer/ Accounting  Officer 
Doris  A.  Reed 


SCHOOL  PHYSICIANS 
Dighton 

Dr.  Charles  Souza 

Dighton-Rehoboth 

Dr.  Charles  Souza 


SCHOOL  NURSES 
Dighton 

Carolyn  Booth,  R.N. 

Dighton-Rehoboth 
Albertine  Dwyer,  R.N. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEES 

Tawn  of  Dighton 

Term  Expires 

Wendell  R.  Brechin,  Chairman  1985 

701  Center  St.,  No.  Dighton 

Arthur  Almeida  1984 

346  Swanee  Drive,  No.  Dighton 

Mrs.  Glynnis  Y.  Kennon  1986 

2300  Wellington  St.,  No.  Dighton 

Robert  McKim  1986 

966  Main  St.,  Dighton 

David  R.  Neely  1986 

2440  Pleasant  St.,  Dighton 

Nicholas  Santore  1985 

Rebecca  Road,  No.  Dighton 

Dr.  Wallace  A.  Wood,  Vice  Chairman  1984 

1392  Pine  St.,  Dighton 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  School  District 

Deborah  Cutcliffe,  Chairperson  1985 

160  Anawan  St.,  Rehoboth 

Edwin  Ballard  1986 

26  Heritage  Road,  Rehoboth 

Mrs.  Glynnis  Y.  Kennon  1984 

2300  Wellington  St.,  No.  Dighton 

Elaine  Kuttner  1986 

745  Williams  St.,  No.  Dighton 

Dennis  McDonnell  1984 

34  Colonial  Way,  Rehoboth 

Richard  Wood,  Secretary  1985 

2661  Horton  St.,  No.  Dighton 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 


Entrance  Age 

First  grade  registration  in  September  of  any  year  will 
be  limited  to  those  children  who  are  at  least  six  years  of  age 
or  who  will  become  six  years  of  age  on  or  before  August  31. 
Kindergarten  registration  in  September  of  any  year  will  be 
limited  to  those  children  who  are  at  least  five  years  of  age 
or  who  will  become  five  years  of  age  on  or  before  August  31. 

Birth  Certificates 

Every  child  who  enters  school  for  the  first  time  must 
present  a  birth  certificate. 

Vaccination 

Every  child  who  enters  school  for  the  first  time  must 
present  a  doctor’s  certificate  of  immunization  against  diph¬ 
theria,  tetanus,  whooping  cough,  measles,  mumps,  rubella,  and 
polio  or  a  statement  from  his  physician  that  vaccination  is 
inadvisable.  Children  entering  school  for  the  first  time  are 
required  to  have  a  physical  examination  also. 


NO  SCHOOL  INFORMATION 
Elementary,  Jr.  High  School  and  Kindergarten 

Whenever  it  seems  advisable  to  close  our  schools,  the 
notice  will  be  broadcast  over  Radio  Stations  WPEP„  Taunton ; 
WSAR  and  WALE,  Fall  River ;  WPRO,  WJAR,  WHIM,  WH J J, 
WHJY,  WSNE  and  WEAN,  Providence;  and  WARA,  Attle¬ 
boro. 

High  School 

Whenever  the  school  buses  can  be  operated  safely,  there 
will  be  school  at  the  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School 
unless  unforeseen  emergencies  make  it  necessary  to  close.  In 
the  event  of  closing,  this  information  will  be  specifically  an¬ 
nounced  over  the  radio  as  indicated  above  for  the  elementary 
school. 
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TRANSPORTATION 

The  law  requires  that  transportation  be  provided  for 
pupils  residing  more  than  two  miles  from  the  school  attended 
or  more  than  one  mile  from  the  nearest  bus  stop.  Many  pupils 
living  at  lesser  distances  along  established  routes  are  trans¬ 
ported  if  the  seating  capacity  of  the  bus  will  permit.  From 
time  to  time,  it  is  necessary  to  refuse  transportation  to  some 
of  those  living  less  than  the  required  distance  when  our  buses 
are  filled  to  capacity  with  children  living  at  a  greater  distance. 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR 

As  Approved  by  School  Committee 
1983  —  1984 

DIGHTON  & 

DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 
Dighton  Elementary,  Junior  High  and  High  School 


School  Opens  September  7,  1983 

Closes  December  23,  1983 

74  days 

School  Opens  January  3,  1984 

Closes  February  17,  1984 

33  days 

School  Opens  February  27,  1984 

Closes  April  13,  1984 

35  days 

School  Opens  April  23,  1984 

Closes  June,  1984 

38  days 

Total  180  days 

SCHOOL  WILL  CLOSE  ON  THE  FOLLOWING  DAYS: 

October  10,  1983— Columbus  Day 
November  11,  1983 — Veterans’  Day 
November  24  &  25,  1983 — Thanksgiving  Recess 
January  16,  1984 — Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Day 
May  28,  1984 — ^Memorial  Day 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

I  herewith  submit  my  seventh  report  as  Superintendent 
of  Schools. 

This  report  covers  the  events  and  activities  which  oc¬ 
curred  during  calendar  year  1983. 

A  dilemma  is  created  for  your  superintendent  in  writing 
this  report.  The  dilemma  involves  the  day-to-day  operation 
of  our  schools  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  financial  support 
for  programs  to  meet  the  needs  of  today's  school  children 
and  tomorrow’s  leaders. 

As  this  report  is  written,  the  funds  available  to  provide 
the  programs  for  your  high  school  pupils  has  not  been  finalized. 
Yes,  the  budget  and  assessment  were  approved  by  you  at  the 
town  meeting.  However,  the  enactment  by  the  legislature  of 
a  “pass  through”  of  reimbursements  to  cities  and  towns 
through  the  regional  school  district  has  created  a  reduced 
assessment  which  will  not  fund  the  budget  at  the  level 
approved  at  the  annual  town  meeting.  The  problem  was 
partially  solved  at  a  special  town  meeting  in  Rehoboth.  The 
final  solution  will  be  decided  upon  at  a  Dighton  special  town 
meeting  in  mid-January.  It  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
focus  one’s  attention  on  improvng  our  programs  when  one 
is  uncertain  if  current  programs  will  be  reduced  or  eliminated. 
With  all  of  that,  the  administrative  staff  and  teachers  in 
your  schools  adapt  to  the  circumstances  and  make  the  adjust¬ 
ments  required  to  meet  the  needs  of  your  school-age  young¬ 
sters  by  maintaining  high  expectations  for  themselves  and 
their  students.  We  continue  to  provide  quality  service.  More 
could  be  done  with  an  increase  in  moral  and  financial  support 
from  parents,  citizens,  and  voters. 
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EXCELLEiNCE  IN  EDUCATION  IS  A  DESIRABLE 
AND  ATTAINABLE  GOAL.  National  interest  in  public  school 
education  has  been  generated  by  the  release  of  reports  from 
commissions,  task  forces,  and  private  organizations.  ‘‘A  Na¬ 
tion  at  Risk,’’  published  by  the  National  Commission  on 
Excellence,  has  received  the  most  publicity.  In  effect,  the 
report  asserts  that  our  nation  is  at  risk  because  other  nations 
of  the  world  are  catching  and  surpassing  us  in  fields  where 
we  historically  have  been  the  world  leaders.  Public  school 
education  is  the  field  studied  in  the  report,  “A  Nation  at 
Risk.'’  The  call  is  for  excellence ;  however,  your  schools 
cannot  exist  as  an  island  of  excellence  in  a  sea  of  mediocrity. 
You,  as  parents,  citizens,  and  voters,  must  be  willing  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  moral  and  financial  support  to  achieve  that  goal. 
EXCELLENCE  IN  EDUCATION  IS  A  DESIRABLE  AND 
ATTAINABLE  GOAL. 

We  continue  to  utilize  the  establishment  of  annual  mission 
and  goal  statements  to  focus  our  activities  for  the  school 
year.  The  focus  of  our  attention,  and  the  entire  nation,  was 
determined  by  the  report  of  the  National  Commission  on 
Excellence  in  Education  in  April,  1983,  with  the  release  of 
their  report,  “A  Nation  at  Risk.”  The  report  is  described  as 
an  assessment  of  where  we  are  and  an  agenda  for  the  future 
of  American  education. 

“Our  Nation  is  at  risk — the  educational  foundations 
of  our  society  are  presently  being  eroded  by  a  rising 
tide  of  mediocrity  that  threatens  our  very  future  as  a 
Nation  and  a  people.  Excellence  costs,  but  in  the  long 
run  mediocrity  costs  more.” 

The  commission  recognized  that  the  task  will  not  be  easy. 
Education  is  the  cornerstone  for  a  “learning  society”  which 
must  be  prepared  for  the  challenges  of  technology  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  be  productive  members  of  a  society  whose  economic 
standard  is  based  on  handling  information;  THE  INFORMA¬ 
TION  AGE.  The  1983-84  Mission  established  by  the  school 
committee  is: 
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MISSION 

To  work  with  the  community  for  the  acceptance  of 
excellence  in  education  as  a  desirable  and  attainable  goal. 

GOALS 

Goal  :f^l 

To  promote  pride  in  our  schools  through  the  pursuit  of 
excellence  by  students,  school  staff,  parents,  and  community. 

Goal  #2 

To  continue  development  of  a  true  spirit  of  cooperation 
and  mutual  respect  within  both  our  school  and  community. 

Early  in  1984,  meetings  will  be  scheduled  to  discuss  the 
relationship  of  the  ''Nation  at  Risk’’  assessment  to  our  schools 
and  to  react  to  their  recommendations. 

The  discussion  will  involve  students,  teachers,  parents, 
and  citizens  who  responded  to  announcement  of  the  formation 
of  a  task  force  in  the  local  press,  radio  stations,  and  princi¬ 
pal’s  newsletters.  The  report  is  focused  at  the  high  school; 
however,  by  implication  and  design  grades  K  to  8  are  in¬ 
volved. 

The  focus  of  last  year’s  mission  and  goals  was  increased 
public  support  for  their  schools.  The  goals  addressed  the 
regionalization  study  and  the  central  office  reorganization. 
The  regionalization  study  concluded  with  a  split  decision; 
overwhelming  support  in  Rehoboth  and  defeat  in  Dighton. 
The  reasons  for  the  difference  in  the  attitude  of  the  voters 
in  the  two  towns  toward  regionalization  as  a  solution  to 
improving  education  in  your  community  was  not  clear  at  the 
time  of  the  decision  nor  is  it  today.  Possibly  time  will  provide 
the  answer. 

Organization 

The  central  office  reorganization  study  concluded  with 
the  acceptance  by  the  Union  37  School  Committee  of  a  central 
office  organization  that  would  utilize  the  expertise  of  teachers 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


9 


as  part-time  administrators  directing  curriculum  projects 
which  would  be  established  by  the  school  committee. 

The  projects  selected  for  1983-84  are: 

Basic  Skills  Improvement  Program — Director  Richard  Castra. 
Higher  Level  Thinking  Skills — Co-director  Linda  Roy  and 
Gustaf  Neilson. 

Computer  Education — Director  Joseph  Flaherty 

— Asst.  Directors  Janice  Rogala  and  Salvatore  Caiozzo. 

Health  and  Physical  Education — Director  Jeffrey  White 

— Asst.  Dir.  Barbara  Medeiros,  Diane  Monast,  Karen  Ives. 

Language  Arts/English/Communication  Skills — Directors  and 
Asst.  Directors  to  be  announced  in  January,  1984.- 

Mathematics — Directors  and  Asst.  Directors  to  be  announced 
in  January,  1984. 

To  date,  the  final  report  on  the  Basic  Skills  Improvement 
Program  Project  has  been  completed  and  the  school  committee 
will  be  taking  action  on  the  recommendation  in  the  report  at 
their  February  meeting.  A  preliminary  report  has  also  been 
presented  by  the  Computer  Education  Project.  The  results 
of  its  initial  report,  a  critique  of  software  for  our  micro¬ 
computers,  is  available  in  each  building. 

Enthusiasm*  is  high  for  the  potential  of  the  Project  Pro¬ 
grams  to  improve  the  review  and  renewal  of  our  curriculum. 
You  will  receive  more  information  through  our  usual  means 
of  communication. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  reports  of  Mr.  Philip  Dyer, 
Principal  of  the  Dighton  Elementary  School,  Mr.  Leo  Wont- 
kowski.  Principal  of  the  Dighton  Junior  High  School,  and 
Mr.  Marshall  Sawyer,  Principal  of  the  Dighton-Rehoboth 
Regional  High  School,  which  follow. 

The  end  of  the  calendar  year  also  brings  to  an  end  Mr. 
Dyer’s  role  as  principal  of  Dighton  Elementary  School.  Mr. 
Dyer’s  resignation  to  accept  a  principalship  in  another  com¬ 
munity  was  accepted  with  regret  and  thanks  by  the  Dighton 
School  Committtee  at  the  December  meeting.  He  begins  his 
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new  duties  when  school  reopens  on  January  3,  1984.  Mr.  Dyer 
has  made  significant  contributions  to  the  education  of  the 
youngsters  in  Dighton.  He  will  be  remembered  as  an  educa¬ 
tional  leader  who  was  willing  to  stand  and  be  counted  when 
the  best  interests  and  welfare  of  the  youngsters  and  staff 
in  his  school  were  at  issue.  The  ability,  talent,  and  expertise 
he  demonstrated  in  Dighton  will  insure  his  success  in  his 
new  position  and  in  other  career  opportunties  in  educational 
leadership  which  will  undoubtedly  become  available  to  him  in 
the  future.  His  contributions  are  acknowledged  and  appreci¬ 
ated.  We  wish  him  every  success. 


REPORT  OF  PHILIP  C.  DYER,  PRINCIPAL 
DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  my  tenth  and  final  report 
as  Supervising  Principal  of  the  Dighton  Elementary  School. 

Enrollment 

Our  enrollment  as  of  October  1,  1983,  at  the  kindergarten 
through  fifth  grade  level  was  397.  The  kindergarten  enroll¬ 
ment  was  57;  first  grade  enrollment  was  64;  second  grade 
enrollment  was  60;  third  grade  enrollment  was  73;  fourth 
grade  enrollment  was  58,  and,  fifth  grade  enrollment  w^as  85. 

Facilities 

The  facilities  of  the  elementary  school  are  well  maintained 
and  cleaned  by  a  superior  custodial  staff.  During  the  past  five 
years,  the  entire  staff  has  made  a  concerted  effort  to  institute 
the  E’s  of  conservation  leading  by  their  own  example. 

At  the  school,  we  are  very  appreciative  of  the  efforts 
of  the  Dighton  Lions  Club  and  the  Dighton  Public  School 
Advisory  Council  to  fund  and  build  a  library  at  the  elemen¬ 
tary  school.  An  addition  of  a  library  would  solve  one  of  the 
major  facility  concerns  at  the  elementary  school. 
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Special  Education  areas  are  still  in  need  of  additional 
space  and  ventilation. 

Curriculum  and  School  Programs 

During  this  year,  we  are  involved  in  the  fifth  phase  of 
the  Basic  Skills  Program. 

In  our  Basic  Skills  Program,  skills  lists  and  assessment 
instruments  have  been  established  for  Listening  at  the  desig¬ 
nated  third  grade  level  during  the  1981-82  school  year.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  1980^81  school  year,  we  began  administering  tests  in 
Reading,  Mathematics,  and  Writing  to  all  third  graders  to 
establish  whether  they  have  developed  the  basic  skills  desig¬ 
nated  for  their  grade  level.  The  results  of  the  basic  skills 
testing  indicate  almost  all  students  have  mastered  basic  skills. 
Even  the  two  or  three  students  who  did  not  achieve  standards 
were  able  to  perform  at  required  levels  within  months  of 
regular  instructional  programs. 

Basic  Skills  results  throughout  the  school  system  at 
third,  sixth,  and  ninth  grades  indicated  that  almost  all  of 
our  Dighton  students  have  mastered  the  required  basic  skills 
in  the  critical  areas  of  Reading,  Mathematics,  Writing,  and 
now  Listening. 

i, 

The  Dighton  Lions  Club  Library  Project  stands  to  fill 
a  major  void  at  the  Dighton  Elementary  School.  A  library  is 
a  vital  part  of  the  needs  of  elementary  school  children  in 
the  1980's  and  1990's,  and  the  school  staff  is  very  appreciative 
of  everyone^s  efforts  to  accomplish  this. 

The  Dighton  Parent  Advisory  Council  has  provided  active 
leadership  in  the  funding  of  the  library  project  as  well  as 
providing  some  outstanding  enrichment  activities  in  the  school 
for  Dighton  Elementary  School  children.  Only  if  more  parents 
play  an  active  role  in  supporting  this  group  will  the  kinds 
of  activities  carried  on  this  year  continue. 

Within  the  school  itself,  our  students  continue  to  demon¬ 
strate  mastery  of  the  basic  skills  assessed  at  the  third  grade 
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level.  Our  Kindergarten  Screening  system  continues  to  improve 
each  year  in  detecting  student  concerns.  The  change  of  entry 
age  will  have  a  very  beneficial  effect  in  the  long  run  in  insur¬ 
ing  school  success. 

Our  achievement  testing  results  continue  to  be  high. 
However,  we  have  increased  math  time  and  changed  the 
basal  text  so  that  our  math  scores  will  show  some  improve¬ 
ment  over  the  next  few  years.  Classroom  modifications  have 
been  made  as  well. 

We  are  proud  of  our  performance  in  both  basic  skills 
and  overall  academic  achievement.  The  entire  staff  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  increasing,  wherever  possible,  our  current  high  ex¬ 
pectations. 

As  I  reflect  on  the  changes  of  the  past  ten  years,  I 
feel  we  have  improved  the  classroom  climate  for  learning 
and  our  citizenship  program  has  improved  discipline  in  the 
school.  Over  this  period,  significant  progress  has  been  made 
by  involving  parents  and  the  community  in  the  school.  The 
Parent  Advisory  Council  was  begun  and  developed;  Parent 
and  Grandparent  lunches  began;  parent-student  floor  hockey 
and  field  day;  music  programs  for  senior  citizens;  and  this 
year,  caroling  at  the  Swansea  Mall  was  held. 

In  the  instructional  program,  many  parent  involvement 
activities  have  begun  to  keep  parents  knowledgeable  of 
classroom  studies  and  how  parents  can  help.  With  few  ex¬ 
ceptions,  curriculum  programs  have  undergone  changes,  modi¬ 
fications,  and  improvements  with  the  end  result  being  a  better 
instructional  program  in  terms  of  materials  and  teacher  skills. 

The  facilities  of  the  school  have,  also,  been  improved 
under  a  major  effort  to  increase  conservation  and  improve 
the  atmosphere  for  learning. 

Instructional  Staff 

Mrs.  Tibbetts^  return  from  the  Junior  High  was  a  wel¬ 
come  experience  and  she  has  been  helpful  in  articulating 
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student  needs  to  help  bring  the  schools  closer  together.  Mrs. 
Snee  was  on  a  year's  leave  of  absence. 

During  the  ten  years  that  I  have  worked  with  the  staff 
of  the  elementary  school,  my  admiration  has  grown.  They 
are  a  highly  conscientious  and  professional  group  of  individuals 
committed  to  providing  a  quality  education  to  Dighton  chil¬ 
dren.  Often,  I  have  received  comments  from  people  who  sub¬ 
stitute  and  who  teach  in  other  schools  commending  their 
efforts. 

I  consider  myself  fortunate  to  have  had  the  opportunity 
to  work  with  the  staff  of  the  Dighton  Elementary  School. 

Support  Staff 

I  would  like  to  thank  Mrs.  Perry,  my  secretary,  for  her 
professionalism  during  my  years  as  principal.  I  feel  that 
she  has  carried  out  her  duties  in  an  outstanding  manner  and 
her  contribution  to  the  school  is  underrated.  I,  also,  feel  the 
office  clerks  have  been  very  helpful  in  producing  materials 
for  the  instructional  staff  and  communications  for  the  parents. 

As  a  principal,  I  have  found  Mr.  Edmond  Richard,  Head 
Custodian,  to  be  one  of  the  most  cooperative,  hardest  work¬ 
ing  individuals  in  the  school  system.  I  notice  the  pride  he 
takes  in  the  cleanliness  and  maintenance  of  the  building. 

In  our  cafeteria  program,  we  are  fortunate  to  have  one 
of  the  lowest  priced,  best  quality  lunch  programs  in  the  state. 
It  is  typical  for  parents  at  the  first  grade  lunch  and  grand¬ 
parents  during  the  third  grade  Thanksgiving  feast  to  comment 
favorably  on  the  quality  of  the  meal  served. 


Conclusion 

I  have  considered  myself  lucky  to  have  served  as  Prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Dighton  Elementary  School.  In  many  important 
ways  it  is  a  better  school  than  it  was  ten  years  ago.  This 
has  occurred  through  the  cooperative  efforts  of  parents  and 
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staff  whose  commitment  and  dedication  to  excellence  must  be 
highlighted. 

I  wish  to  thank  Dr.  Harrington  and  his  staff,  the  Dighton 
School  Committee,  the  elementary  school  staff,  students,  par¬ 
ents,  and  the  community  for  their  encouragement,  assistance, 
and  support.  I  carry  with  me  many  fond  memories  of  the  years 
of  service  to  Dighton. 

Sincerely, 

PHILIP  C.  DYER,  Principal 

Dighton  Elementary  School 


REPORT  OF  LEO  T.  WONTKOWSKI,  PRINCIPAL 
DIGHTON  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 

I  hereby  submit  my  seventeenth  annual  report  as  prin- 
ciual  of  the  Dighton  Junior  High  School. 


Enrollment 

Our  enrollment  as  of  October  1,  1983,  was  256  students. 
This  is  twenty-two  less  students  than  last  year. 


Personnel 

There  were  three  staff  changes  which  became  effective 
at  the  start  of  the  1983-84  academic  year.  In  grade  six, 
Mrs.  Brenda  Patten,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Dighton 
Elementary  School  staff  for  several  years,  became  our  grade 
six  social  studies/reading  teacher.  She  replaced  Mrs.  Sherry 
Tibbetts,  who  returned  to  the  Dighton  Elementary  School. 

In  grade  eight,  Mr.  Salvatore  Caiozzo  accepted  a  mathe¬ 
matics  position  at  the  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School. 
His  replacement  is  Mrs.  Mary  Machado.  She  has  had  seven 
years  of  teaching  experience.  - 
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Our  general  music  program  was  modified  this  year  to 
provide  for  a  regular  general  music  class  for  grade  six  and 
a  chorus  elective  for  grade  seven  and  grade  eight.  In  order 
to  carry  out  this  program,  Miss  Ruth  Sou  to  joined  our  staff 
as  part-time  general  music  teacher  and  choral  director.  Miss 
Souto  replaced  Mrs.  Beverly  Pacheco  who  decided  not  to  return 
after  a  yearns  leave  of  absence. 


Educational  Programs 

State  mandated  Basic  Skills  Tests  in  Reading,  Writing, 
Mathematics,  and  Listening  Skills  were  again  administered 
to  grade  six  students.  The  1982-83  results  for  Dighton  Junior 
High  School  are  as  follows: 

Reading 

Grade  six  students  took  the  Stanford  Diagnostic  Reading 
Test.  In  order  to  pass  the  minimum  standards,  a  student  had 
to  achieve  correct  scores  on  142  or  more  of  214  items.  Eighty 
students,  or  94%,  passed.  Five  students,  or  6%,  failed  to 
meet  minimum  standards.  Seven  students  were  exempted. 

Mathematics 

Grade  six  students  took  the  Stanford  Diagnostic  Math 
Test.  In  order  to  pass  the  minimum  standards,  a  student  had 
to  achieve  correct  scores  on  70  or  more  of  117  items.  Eighty- 
two  students,  or  95%,  passed.  Seven  students,  or  5%,  failed 
to  meet  minimum  standards.  Six  students  were  exempted. 

Writing 

Grade  six  students  took  a  sample  writing  test  which 
consisted  of  a  friendly  letter.  Grading  was  done  holistically. 
In  this  case,  each  writing  sample  is  scored  on  a  four-point 
scale  with  four  as  the  highest  score.  Two  different  readers 
must  assess  the  work.  In  order  to  pass,  a  student  must  have 
a  minimum  average  score  of  two  out  of  four  on  two  separate 
readings.  Eighty,  or  98  % ,  passed  the  writing  exam.  Two,  or 
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2%,  did  not  meet  minimum  standards.  Four  were  exempted. 
Listening  Skills 

The  Project  SIGNALS  Listening  Test  was  administered 
to  sixth  graders.  The  test  consists  of  a  tape  recording  and 
workbook  in  which  students  must  correctly  answer  eleven  of 
fifteen  questions  on  determining  the  main  idea,  following 
geographic  directions,  and  following  instructions.  All  ninety 
students  who  participated  in  the  test  scored  on  or  above 
minimum  standards.  Two  students  were  exempted. 

As  our  Citizenship  Service  Award  Program  began  its 
fourth  year,  we  were  very  pleased  to  add  the  name  of  the 
Taunton  Stove  Company  to  our  sponsor  list.  They  joined 
the  New  England  Telephone  Co.,  which  we  welcomed  to  our 
official  list  of  sponsors  during  the  1982-83  academic  year. 

At  the  present  time,  we  have  five  computers  operating 
in  our  school.  Schedules  for  each  grade  give  all  students  an 
opportunity  to  work  in  the  computer  room  which  is  super¬ 
vised  by  Miss  Ruth  Souto.  Miss  Souto  carries  out  the  latter 
assignment  in  conjunction  with  her  other  duties. 


Facilities 

A  major  renovation  in  the  boys^  and  girls’  shower  rooms 
was  completed  before  the  opening  of  school.  The  work  in¬ 
cluded  extensive  plumbing,  electrical,  and  tile  work. 


Conclusion 

I  would  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  many  people 
and  organizations  who  made  the  past  year  an  excellent  year 
for  all  of  us  at  the  Dighton  Junior  High.  Each  year  the  list 
of  benefactors  continues  to  increase.  To  all  of  the  latter,  my 
sincere  thanks. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEO  T.  WONTKOWSKI,  Principal 
Dighton  Junior  High  School 
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REPORT  OF  MARSHALL  SAWYER,  PRINCIPAL 
DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  my  annual  report  as  principal 
of  the  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School. 


Enrollment 

As  of  October  1,  1983,  our  official  enrollment  was  995 
students,  a  decrease  of  17  students  from  last  year.  Dighton 
had  400  students,  the  same  as  last  year;  Rehoboth  had  591 
students,  a  decrease  of  19;  and  four  tuition  students,  an 
increase  of  two.  We  had  515  males  and  480  females.  Our 
projected  enrollment  for  1984-85  is  991. 

Class  of  1983 

The  Class  of  1983  had  250  students  at  the  beginning  of 
the  school  year,  seven  of  whom  withdrew.  Of  the  remaining 
243,  diplomas  were  awarded  to  238:  103  Dighton,  139  Re¬ 
hoboth,  and  1  tuition  student  from  Cuttyhunk.  The  break¬ 
down  by  future  plans  is  as  follows:  further  schooling  51% 
or  124  students;  work  42%  or  102  students;  military  service 
7%  or  16  students;  and  other  1%  or  1  student. 

Awards  and  Testing 

During  the  past  school  year,  254  underclassmen  distin¬ 
guished  themselves  by  earning  academic  awards;  i.e.,  they 
earned  a  B  or  better  in  each  of  live  academic  subjects  with 
no  other  grade  below  a  C. 

Two  members  of  the  Class  of  1984  were  named  semi¬ 
finalists  in  the  National  Merit  Program  and  are  eligible  for 
full  scholarships. 

The  basic  skills  tests  of  competency  in  reading,  writing, 
math,  and  listening  was  administered  to  242  members  of  the 
Class  of  1986.  In  reading,  93%  passed;  writing,  98%  passed; 
mathematics,  84%  passed;  and  listening,  98%  passed.  The 
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successful  passing  of  all  four  of  these  tests  is  a  requirement 
for  a  D-R  diploma. 

We  are  extremely  proud  of  the  level  of  achievement 
attained  by  our  students,  and  we  are  continuously  re-evalu¬ 
ating  our  curriculum  in  order  to  better  prepare  our  students. 


Personnel 

Mr.  John  A.  Berger,  a  teacher  in  our  Vocational  School, 
died  during  1983  after  a  lingering  illness.  Mr.  Berger  had 
taught  at  Dighton-Rehoboth  since  its  opening  in  1960.  A 
dedicated  teacher,  his  presence  is  missed. 

Mr.  Michael  Cichon  and  Mr.  Richard  Moschella  were  hired 
as  science  teachers  to  replace  Mr.  John  Anthony  and  Mr. 
Robert  Almeida  who  left. 

Mr.  David  Morgado  was  hired  to  replace  Mr.  John  Switch- 
enko  in  our  Physical  Education  Department.  Mr.  Switchenko 
moved  to  Michigan. 

Mrs.  Merriam  Rovito,  reading  teacher,  accepted  a  leave 
of  absence.  Her  position  as  reading  teacher  was  filled  by  Mrs. 
Lois  Hubbard  of  the  English  Department. 

Mrs.  Christine  Weydemeyer  returned  to  her  position  in 
the  Foreign  Language  Department.  Mrs.  Weydemeyer  has 
been  on  a  year's  leave  of  absence. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Diotte,  a  teacher  on  a  leave  of  absence 
from  the  Mathematics  Department,  informed  us  that  she 
would  not  be  returning  to  Dighton-Rehoboth.  Mr.  Salvatore 
Caiozzo,  from  Dighton  Junior  High,  was  hired  to  fill  that 
vacancy. 

Mrs.  Patricia  Stone  of  the  Home  Economics  Department, 
left  the  high  school,  a  victim  of  declining  enrollment  in  that 
department.  Her  position  was  not  filled. 

Miss  Karen  Gillooly  and  Miss  Katherine  Silva  were  hired 
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as  aides  in  our  Special  Needs  Program.  They  replaced  Miss 
Karen  French,  and  Miss  Phyllis  Dupere. 

Conclusion 

With  the  plethora  of  national  and  state  reports  on  educa- 
tion  that  have  been  issued  this  year  and  the  subsequent 
reading  of  them,  I  am  most  pleased  that  many  of  their 
suggested  graduation  requirements  and  other  recommenda¬ 
tions  have  been  in  place  here  at  the  high  school  for  many 
years. 

We  have  not,  however,  been  complacent  about  our  accom¬ 
plishments.  A  committee  has  been  recruited  among  students, 
parents,  townspeople,  businessmen,  and  educators  to  review 
the  ‘‘Nation  at  Risk”  report  and  to  make  recommendations 
to  our  school  committee  as  to  how  we  can  implement  some 
of  these  recommendations  to  further  enhance  the  curriculum 
offerings  and  education  in  general. 

It  is  our  objective  not  to  rest  on  our  laurels  but  to 
continuously  improve  the  education  for  all  students.  I  ap¬ 
preciate  the  support  you  have  given  to  the  school  and  to  me 
during  this  past  year.  We  have  been  able  to  maintain  a 
program  of  high  quality  because  of  the  efforts  of  many 
dedicated  people..  The  combined  efforts  of  a  truly  professional 
teaching  staff,  other  school  administrators,  central  office  ad¬ 
ministration,  and  regional  school  committee  members  have 
all  helped  to  make  my  job  easier.  The  unselfish  giving  of 
their  time,  and  their  extra  efforts  keeps  Dighton-Rehoboth 
in  the  forefront  of  area  high  schools.  The  support  and  coopera¬ 
tion  of  the  parents  and  citizens  in  the  two  towns  remains  at 
its  usual  high  level. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  serve  another  year  as  principal 
of  the  high  school.  I  thank  the  many  people  who  make  my 
job  easier  and  who  contribute  so  much  to  the  success  of  the 
school. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARSHALL  SAWYER,  Principal 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Reg.  H.  S. 
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A  FINAL  WORD  FROM  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 

You  might  ask  yourself  after  reading  the  reports  from 
your  administrators,  “Where  are  the  problems  created  by 
insufficient  financial  resources?”  Yes,  it  is  true  the  deficiencies 
in  your  schools  are  not  easily  discernible.  Educational  pro¬ 
grams  which  do  not  meet  the  needs  of  individuals  who  will 
be  in  charge  of  this  country  in  the  21st  century  cannot  be 
documented  until  that  time  and  then  it  is  too  late!  The  same 
set  of  circumstances  exists  if  maintenance  and  updating  of 
appropriate  teaching  equipment  and  facilities  is  postponed 
because  of  insufficient  financial  resources.  Those  close  to  your 
school  system  are  aware  of  the  problems  and,  in  addition, 
more  and  more  parents,  citizens,  and  voters  are  becoming 
aware  of  the  problems.  The  solution  rests  with  the  recommit¬ 
ment  by  the  general  public  that  education  is  the  solution  to 
our  problems. 

My  reflections  on  what  has  transpired  in  your  schools 
generates  positive  feelings  and  my  annual  reports  have  indi¬ 
cated  that.  This  year  the  untimely  deaths  of  Jack  Berger 
and  Chuck  McKenna  have  cast  a  pall  on  the  year’s  activities. 

Jack  Berger  began  his  career  as  a  mill  carpentry  teacher 
when  D-R  opened  for  the  first  time  in  September,  1960.  His 
talents,  ability,  quips,  and  rapport  with  youngsters  won  for 
Jack  the  respect  of  his  pupils  and  the  admiration  of  his 
fellow  teachers.  Jack  used  these  talents  as  the  teacher  selected 
to  initiate  and  successfully  operate  a  new  vocational  program 
in  structional  carpentry.  Jack  leaves  a  legacy  which  will  be 
remembered  for  a  long  time  into  the  future. 

Chuck  McKenna’s  participation  as  an  active,  knowledge¬ 
able,  caring  member  of  the  Dighton  and  Union  37  School 
Committees  played  a  significant  role  in  budget  preparation 
and  presentation,  administrative  reorganization,  collective  bar¬ 
gaining,  special  education,  and  curriculum  design  and  renewal. 
He  really  cared  about  what  happened  to  the  youngsters  in 
the  schools  and  it  showed.  For  ten  of  the  twenty  years  that 
he  was  on  the  Dighton  School  Committee,  he  was  elected 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


21 


chairman.  His  leadership  style,  effectiveness,  and  sincerity 
gained  the  cooperation  and  respect  from  everyone  who  came 
into  contact  with  the  school  committee. 

We  had  become  accustomed  to  seeing  these  two  gentle¬ 
men  at  their  stations.  Their  presence  has  been  missed  and 
will  continue  to  be  missed  in  the  future.  However,  the  loss 
to  the  school  community,  great  as  it  is,  cannot  be  measured 
against  the  loss  experienced  by  the  Berger  and  McKenna  fami¬ 
lies.  The  fond  cherished  memories  of  our  past  relationship 
will  help  us  all  overcome  the  loss.  Requiescat  in  Pace. 

I  continue  to  be  enthusiastic  about  my  responsibilities 
as  your  superintendent.  The  enthusiasm,  energy,  and  commit¬ 
ment  required  to  fulfill  my  many  responsibilities  are  nurtured 
and  sustained  by  expectations  and  level  of  performance  of 
your  school  system  employees  and  by  rny  working  relationship 
with  the  school  committees,  the  dedication  and  level  of  per¬ 
formance  of  the  administrative  team,  the  commitment,  talent, 
and  working  relationships  with  the  central  office  support  staff : 
secretarial,  accounts  payable/receivable,  bookkeeping,  student 
accounting  and  reception,  the  overall  effectiveness  of  Mrs. 
Nancy  Goulart,  Office  Manager,  and  the  ability  of  Doris  Reed 
as  District  Treasurer.  My  gratitude,  appreciation,  and  thanks 
to  one  and  all. 

PUBLIC  EDUCATION :  A  SOUND  INVESTMENT  IN 

AMERICA 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  C.  HARRINGTON,  ED.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
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REPORT  OF  CAROLYN  M.  BOOTH,  R.N.,  SCHOOL  NURSE 

The  report  of  the  health  program  carried  out  in  the 
Dighton  Schools  during  the  1982-83  school  year  follows: 
Enrollment:  686  Students,  Grades  K-8 

Vision  Screening: 

686  Students  were  tested  by  Titmus  Optical  Tester. 

33  Students  failed  this  test. 

9  Students  were  being  followed  by  eye  specialists. 

23  New  referrals  were  completed. 

1  Student  left  the  system. 

Audio  Screening: 

686  Students  were  tested  by  Maico  Audiometer. 

16  Students  failed  this  test. 

3  Students  were  under  the  care  of  ear  specialists. 

1  Student  left  the  system. 

Physical  Examinations: 

Pre-school  physicals: 

63  Children  entering  kindergarten  were  examined  by 
private  pediatricians. 

All  physical  and  immunization  requirements  were  met. 
Grades  4,  8,  and  Interscholastic  Physicals: 

185  Students  were  examined  by  Dr.  Charles  Souza,  School 
Physician. 

There  were  no  referrals. 

Postural  Screening: 

358  Students  in  grades  5  through  8  were  screened. 

8  Students  were  referred  for  further  evaluation. 

2  Students  are  being  followed  at  Lakeville  Hospital  for 
scoliosis. 

Immunization  Program: 

Complete  immunization  for  diptheria,  tetanus,  whooping 
cough,  (D.P.T.),  measles,  mumps,  rubella  (M.M.R.),  and  polio 
was  offered  free  of  charge  to  all  Dighton  children  by  the 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


23 


Dighton  Board  of  Health  and  the  Dighton  School  Department 
at  clinics  held  in  March,  April,  and  May,  1983. 


Results  of  these  Clinics  follows: 

3/11/82  D.P.T. 

5 

T.D. 

9 

Polio 

11 

Total  Immunizations 

25 

4/8/83  D.P.T. 

2 

T.D. 

5 

Elementary 

3 

Junior  High 

178 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Reg. 

Polio 

6 

Total  Immunizations 

194 

T.B.  Tests 

3 

5/6/83  D.P.T. 

2 

Polio 

2 

M.M.R. 

1 

Total  Immunizations 

8 

The  Massachusetts  School  Immunization  Law  (Chapter 
76,  Section  15  MGL’s  as  amended)  now  requires  mumps  and 
rubella  immunization  for  all  students  grades  K  through  12 
as  of  September  1,  1983.  Therefore,  a  clinic  was  held  in  the 
fall  to  enable  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School  stu¬ 
dents  to  comply.  Students  not  meeting  this  requirement  will 
be  excluded  from  school. 

Again,  many  thanks  to  the  administrators,  school  per¬ 
sonnel,  parents  and  students  for  your  help  and  cooperation 
throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CAROLYN  M.  BOOTH,  R.N. 

School  Nurse 
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ENROLLMENT— OCTOBER  1,  1983 


Dightan  Elementary  and  Junior  High  Schools 

Grade  Enrollment 

K  57 

1  64 

2  60 

3  73 

4  58 

5  85 

6  73 

7  96 

8  87 


TOTAL  653 


Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School 

9  106 

10  99 

11  101 

12  94 


TOTAL  400 


TOTAL  ENROLLMENT  FOR  DIGHTON 


1,053 
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STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURES 


Appropriation 

$1,517,086.00 

1000  Administration 

$  37,886.67 

2000  Instruction 

930,029.39 

3000  Other  School  Services 

55,420.11 

4000  Oper.  &  Maint.  of  Plant 

133,384.51 

5000  Fixed  Charges 

0 

7000  Fixed  Assets 

20,076.33 

9000  Prog.  With  Other  Dist. 

2,622.86 

Vocational  Evening  Program 

0 

Kindergarten 

39,936.62 

Special  Education  Program 

270,140.87 

$1,489,497.36 

Shower/Locker  Room  Renovation 

27,550.10 

Returned  to  Town 

38.54 

$1,517,086.00 

NET  COST  TO  TOWN 

Expended,  7-1-82  thru  6-30-83 

$1,517,047.46 

Receipts,  7-1-82  thru  6-30-83: 

General  State  Aid,  Ch.  70 

$326,197.00  , 

Transportation,  Ch.  71 

44,182.00 

Sp.  Ed.  Transportation 

35,977.00 

Tuition  &  Transp.,  State  Wards 

3,919.00 

Sp.  Ed.  Recreation  (Ch.  71B) 

2,250.00 

$  412,525.00 

Net  Cost  to  Town 


$1,104,522.46 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

July  1,  1982  -  June  30^  1983 

Expenditures: 


OPERATING  COSTS: 

Item  No. 

1000  Administration 

2000  Instruction 

3000  Other  School  Services 


$  84,772.10 

1,608,089.82 
156,443.02 
310,659.33 
151,013.33 
8,852.12 
6,991.56 
149,949.68 
217,860.29 

- $2,694,631.25 


4000  Oper.  &  Maint.  of  Plant 
5000  Fixed  Charges 
7000  Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets 
9000  Programs  With  Other  Districts 
Special  Education  Program 
Vocational  Day  Program 


Receipts: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

Chapter  70,  School  Aid  $  359,397.00 

Chapter  71,  Sec.  16D,  Reg.  School 
District  Aid  439,1445.00 

Chapter  71,  Sec.  16C,  Transportation  90,798.00 

Tuition  Not  Home  Town  8,738.00 

Tuition — ^Town  of  Gosnold  3,800.00 

B.C.  Treasurer — 1980  Group  Ins.  Div.)  202.00 

Project:  Giant  Step  #5 

(B/C-B/S,  Ins.  Reimb.)  1,387.12 

Berkley — Central  Office  Adm.  Ins.  258.00 

Berkley — Telephone  Expense  700.24 

Berkley — Central  Office  Rental  504.00 

Berkley — Adm.  Intern  1,140.00 
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Berkley — School  Vehicle  390.62 

Dighton — Telephone  Expense  1,283.75 

Dighton — Adm.  Intern  2,090.00 

Dighton — School  Vehicle  798.70 

Gosnold — ^Telephone  Expense  291.78 

Gosnold — Supplies  67.05 

Gosnold — Secretarial  Services  818.93 

Gosnold — Class  Trip  73.53 

Rehoboth — ^Telephone  Expense  1,867.26 

Rehoboth — Adm.  Intern  3,230.00 

Rehoboth — School  Vehicle  1,114.40 


Cooperative  Production  (Treas.  Services)  600.00 
State  Street  Bank  &  Trust — 


Bal.  of  Coupon  Funds  102.50 

Damage  To  School  Property  320.36 

New  England  Telephone  Commission  69.42 

New  Eng.  Tel.— M.O.I.S.  Credit  54.01 

Use  of  School  Facilities  460.00 

Summer  Gym  Program  200.00 

N.E.A.S.C.  Typing  206.00 

Lost  Books  and  Materials  188.67 

Insurance  Company  of  America — 

Workmen's  Comp.  118.34 

Kenneth  Trommer  Fund — Awards  56.00 

Project  EXCEL  30.00 

Photo  Copies  21.40 

Other  51.77 


920,573.85 


NET  OPERATING  COST 


$1,774,057.40 
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GRANTS 

PROJECT:  #240-314-2-0650-4— Giant  Step  #4 
Title  VI-B,  P.L.  94-142 
July  1,  1982  Balance  • 

Expenditures  $  5,299.31 

Returned  to  Comm,  of  Mass.  •  2,527.12 


Balance,  June  30,  1983 


PROJECT:  #240-129-3-0650-4— Giant  Step  #5 
Title  IV-B,  P.L.  94-142 
Receipts:  Comm,  of  Mass. 

Expenditures 

Balance,  June  30,  1983 


PROJECT:  #200-362-2-0650-4— Little  Help’^ 
Title  I,  P.L.  89-313 
July  1,  1982  Balance 
Returned  to  Comm,  of  Mass. 

Balance,  June  30,  1983 


PROJECT:  #200-047-3-0650-4 — Support  &  Basic 
Title  I,  P.L.  89-313 
Receipts:  Comm,  of  Mass. 

Expenditures 


$  7,826.43 
7,826.43 
$  none 

$116,440.00 

113,305.12 

$  3,134.88 

$  149.49 

149.49 

$  none 

Services 

$  4,500.00 
4,253.66 


Balance,  June  30,  1983 


$  246.34 
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PROJECT:  #323-001-2-0076-4- 

GATHER 

Title  IV-C,  P.L.  95-561 

July  1,  1982  Balance 

$ 

1,717.06 

Receipts:  N.  E.  Telephone  refund 

21.24 

$ 

1,738.30 

Expenditures 

$  156.51 

Returned  to  Comm,  of  Mass. 

1,581.79 

1,738.30 

Balance,  June  30,  1983 

$ 

none 

CHAPTER  2— Formerly  Title  IV-C— GATHER 

Receipts:  Comm,  of  Mass. 

$ 

1,581.79 

Expenditures 

1,400.42 

Balance,  June  30,  1983 

1 

181.37 

PROJECT:  #400-061-3-0650-4- 

-Computer  Related 

P.L.  94-482 

Occup.  Training 

Receipts:  Comm,  of  Mass. 

$  12,583.00 

Expenditures 

12,583.00 

Balance,  June  30,  1983 

1 

$ 

none 

PROJECT:  #250-256-2-0650-4 — Occup.  Opport. 

Title  VI-B,  P.L.  94-142 

July  1,  1982  Balance 

1 

7,889.10 

Expenditures 

$  764.26 

Returned  to  Comm,  of  Mass. 

7,134.84 

7,889.10 

Balance,  June  30,  1983 

$ 

none 

PROJECT:  #405-061-2-0650-4 — Occup.  Opport. 

P.L.  94-482 

July  1,  1982  Balance 

$ 

5,029.21 

Expenditures 

$  1,081.05 

Returned  to  Comm,  of  Mass. 

3,948.16 

5,029.21 

Balance,  June  30,  1983 


$  none 


30 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


CHAPTER  2— E.C.I.A. 

Receipts:  Comm,  of  Mass. 

Expenditures 

$  5,278.00 
5,276.00 

Balance,  June  30,  1983 

$  2.00 

PROJECT:  #350-017-2-0650-4— Identification  &  Evaluation 
TITLE  IX  of  Gifted  and  Talented 

P.L.  95-561  Secondary  Student 

Receipts:  Comm,  of  Mass.  $  1,658.00 


Expenditures  $  1,358.00 

Returned  to  Comm,  of  Mass.  300.00 

1,658.00 

Balance,  June  30,  1983 

$  none 

PROJECT:  #360-042-3-0650-4 — ^Microcomputer  Workshop 
Receipts:  Comm,  of  Mass.  $  1,725.00 


Expenditures 

1,725.00 

Balance,  June  30,  1983 

$  none 

PROJECT:  #400-041-4-0650-4 — Computer  Related  Occup. 
P.L.  94-482  (F/Y  ^84)  Training 


Receipts:  Comm,  of  Mass. 

$  14,604.00 

Balance,  June  30,  1973 

$  14,604.00 

D.O.E.  GRANT  #DE-FG41-81R113997 

Technical  Assistance  Energy  Audit 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

July  1,  1982  Balance 

$  1,158.00 

Balance,  June  30,  1983 

$  1,158.00 
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DIGHTQN  SCHOOL  FACULTY— DECEMBER  31,  1983 

Dighton  Elementary  School 


Name 


Education  YearofAppt. 


Principal 

Philip  C.  Dyer,  C.A.G.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1982 

Faculty 

Elaine  Almeida,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1978 

David  G.  Avila,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1973 

Louise  C.  Borges,  B.S.  University  of  Rhode  Island  1974 

Wendy  H.  Cute,  B.A.  Ohio  Wesleyan  1974 

Mary  M.  DeMello,  B.S.  Lowell  State  Teach.  College  1964 

Nancy  L.  Durfee,  B.S.  Murray  State  College  1962 

Ann  M.  Emerson,  B.A.  Rhode  Island  College  1975 

Jane  E.  Gonzalski,  B.S.  Westfield  State  College  1975 

Susan  L.  Gonzalski,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1972 

Dolores  C.  Johnson,  B.A.  Salve  Regina  College  1965 

Joan  LaFrance,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1968 

Alice  Lopresti,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1973 

Carolyn  H.  Melesky,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1966 

Linda  Roy,  B.A.  Southeastern  Mass.  University  1978 

Wilma  Schultz,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1956 

Patricia  Snee,  B.A.  (LOA  83-84)  University  of  Rhode  Island  1975 

Carol  L.  Wilkerson,  B.S.  Roger  Williams  College  1972 

Timothy  Sullivan,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1979 

Donna  Lee  Sunderland,  B.S.  (LOA)  So.  Conn.  State  College  1970 

Cheryl  Szostek,  B.A.  (LOA  83-84)  Anna  Maria  College  1970 

Sherry  Tibbetts,  B.A.  University  of  Massachusetts  1981 

Barbara  Wallace,  B.M.  Boston  University  1966 

Jeffrey  B.  White,  M.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1974 


Secretary 
Mary  M.  Perry 


Dighton  Junior  High  School 

Principal 

Leo  T.  Wontkowski,  M.Ed. 

Faculty 

Salvatore  Caiozzo,  M.Ed. 

(83-84  LOA) 

Richard  Carney,  M.Ed. 

Margaret  Caron,  B.S. 

George  E.  Costa,  Jr.,  M.Ed. 

Elizabeth  Cummings,  B.S. 


Bridgewater  State  College  1967 


Providence  College  1970 

Bridgewater  State  College  1970 

Southeastern  Mass.  University  1979 
Bridgewater  State  College  1970 

Rhode  Island  College  1982 
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Name 


Education  YearofAppt. 


Barbara  Medeiros,  B.S. 

Mary  Machado,  B.A. 

John  Masciarelli,  B.A. 

James  McClelan,  M.Ed. 
Raymond  J.  Medeiros,  A.B. 
John  S.  Needs,  B.A. 

Paula  M.  North,  M.A. 

Stephen  Osofsky,  M.A.T. 

Judith  K.  Parker,  B.A. 

Brenda  Patten,  M.Ed. 

Wallace  R.  Potts,  B.S. 

Thomas  M.  Sherlock,  Jr.,  M.Ed. 
Louis  Silvia,  Jr.,  A.B. 

Ruth  Souto,  B.M. 

Frederick  B.  Stinson,  Jr.,  B.S. 
David  T.  Sullivan,  B.A. 


Barrington  College  1975 

Stonehill  College  1970 

Boston  University  1966 

Bridgewater  State  College  1971 

Providence  College  1969 

University  of  Mass.  1961 

Western  State  College  1977 

Bridgewater  State  College  1972 

Bridgewater  State  College  1972 

Bridgewater  State  College  1982 

Rhode  Island  College  1966 

Rhode  Island  College  1971 

Bridgewater  State  College  1975 

University  of  Lowell  1983 

Bridgewater  State  College  1970 

Bridgewater  State  College  1975 


Secretary 
Marion  Parchesco 


Special  Education 


Arthur  Arkanase,  M.Ed. 

Mary  Jo  DeSilva,  B.S. 

Ann  DiDomenico,  M.Ed. 
Terrence  Fitzgerald,  C.A.G.S. 
Mary  Isidorio,  B.S. 

Marjorie  Johnston,  B.A. 

Jesse  Perry,  B.S. 

Valerie  Pillarella,  M.Ed. 
Pamela  S.  Smith,  M.Ed. 


Boston  University  1980 

University  of  Phoenix  1981 

University  of  Maine  1976 

Rhode  Island  College  1979 

Southeastern  Mass.  University  1972 
University  of  Rhode  Island  1976 
Rhode  Island  College  1978 

Bridgewater  State  College  1968 

Bridgewater  State  College  1973 


Adaptive  Physical  Education 

June  Borges,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1980 


Katherine  Curneen,  B.S. 
Diane  Rasmussen,  B.S. 


Chapter  I 

Bridgewater  State  College  1973 

Bridgewater  State  College  1974 


Instructional  Aides 


Dorothy  Torres 
Stephanie  Perra,  B.S. 
Mary  Ziepniewski,  B.A. 


Bridgewater  State  College  1972 

Lesley  College  1963 

University  of  Rhode  Island  1968 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


33 


Name 


Education  YearofAppt. 


Clerk/Monitors 

Eugenia  Andrade  Virginia  Peterson 

Irene  Bilodeau  Norma  Masciarelli 

Della  Hathaway 


Custodians 


Elementary 

Edmond  Richard 
Larry  Wilkerson 


Junior  High 

Manuel  Amaral 
William  G.  Raposa 


Cafeteria 


Dora  Ashley 
Carolyn  Barboza 
Agnes  DelSignore,  Manager 
Anne  Marie  Ferris 
Roberta  Hess 


Mary  F.  Perry,  Head  Cook 
Thelma  Pierce 
Mary  Soares 
Judith  Souza 
Denyse  Walsh 
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DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

Personnel 


Name 


Education 


Year  of  AppL 


Principal 

Marshall  M.  Sawyer,  M.Ed. 

Assistant  Principal 
George  H.  Petrin,  M.Ed. 

Director  of  Occupational  Educ. 
Francis  M.  Marcille,  M.Ed. 

Director  of  Guidance 
William  F.  Henry,  C.A.G.S. 

Secretaries 

Sharon  H.  Araujo,  Head  Secretary 
Maureen  Dutra,  Guidance 
Joan  E.  Jecoy,  Principal’s  Office 
Mildred  Sullivan,  Principal’s  Office 

Guidance  Staff 

Ellen  Carol  Cotter,  M.Ed. 

Jeanne  Laffoley,  M.Ed. 

John  E.  Laffoley,  M.Ed. 

Librarian 

Cynthia  Berube,  M.Ed. 

Library  Media-Aides 

Maureen  Courcy 
Elizabeth  Ferreira 

Vocational  High  School 

Nathan  Lawrence,  Dir.,  B.S., 

Voc.  Cert. 

Robert  Bramwell,  B.S.,  Voc.  Cert. 
Thurston  Grant,  Voc.  Cert. 

William  Humes,  Voc.  Cert. 

Alfred  Rose,  Voc.  Cert. 

Secretary — Vocational  High  School 
Beverly  Chaloux 

Art 

Glenn  Davis,  M.F.A.,  Sr.  Teacher 
Mary  Louise  Watson,  B.F.A. 


Bridgewater  State  College  1968 

University  of  Illinois  1972 

Northeastern  University  1960 

Boston  College  1976 


Boston  College 

1967 

Rhode  Island  College 

1974 

Bridgewater  State  College 

1969 

Bridgewater  State  College 

1980 

Fitchburg  State  College 

1960 

Fitchburg  State  College 

1974 

1960 

1981 

Cranbrook  Academy  of  Art 

1979 

Mass.  College  of  A^ 

1976 
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Name 


Education  YearofAppt. 


Business 

Mary  Carter,  M.Ed.,  Dept.  Head  Providence  College  1970 

Marilyn  F.  Doolittle,  B.S.  American  International  College  1974 

Celeste  Martins,  B.S.  Bryant  College  1960 

Theresa  Murphy,  B.S.  Bryant  College  1972 

Milton  W.  Nachbar,  M.Ed.  University  of  Rhode  Island  1964 

Edward  J.  Tartufo,  B.A.  Curry  College  1970 

English 

William  Cuthbertson,  M.Ed.  Springfield  College  1978 

B.  Carol  Day,  M.AT.  University  of  Rhode  Island  1968 

Jeffrey  J.  Day,  M.Ed.,  Dept.  Head  University  of  Maine  1975 

Francis  J.  Duart,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1967 

Lois  A.  Hubbard,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1970 

George  Levesque,  B.A.  Indiana  University  1980 

David  A.  Marsden,  M.Ed.  Northeastern  University  1965 

Edward  Martin,  B.A.  Bridgewater  State  College  1974 

Stephen  H.  Ohrenberger,  M.A.T.  Bridgewater  State  College  1974 

Evelyn  A.  Rice,  M.Ed.  Boston  College  1960 

Merriam  C.  Rovito,  M.Ed.,  L.O.A.  Bridgewater  State  College  1973 

Foreign  Language 

Emily  Gabel,  B.A.  University  of  Mass.  1979 

Leon  A.  Long,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1968 

Louise  Mahoney,  B.A.,  Dept.  Head  Bridgewater  State  College  1979 

Christine  Weydemeyer,  M.Ed.  Duke  University  1975 

Home  Economics-*-Food  and  Clothing 

Emilia  S.  Goyette,  B.S.  University  of  Rhode  Island  1972 

Home  Economics — Child  Care  and  Development 

Carole  Goldman,  B.S.  University  of  Rhode  Island  1974 

Industrial  Arts 

Richard  Colby,  B.S.  Rhode  Island  College  1979 

Kenneth  Labonte,  Voc.  Cert.  1973 

Edwin  G.  Ranney,  Jr.,  B.S.  Fitchburg  State  College  1973 

Arthur  F.  Tobin,  M.Ed.  Northeastern  University  1965 

Mathematics 

John  Barnie,  B.S.  Boston  State  College  1981 

Salvatore  Caiozzo,  M.Ed.  Providence  College  1983 

Patricia  L.  Fay,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1971 

Glen  A.  Field,  B.A.  Northeastern  University  1973 

Joseph  Flaherty,  M.Ed.,  Dept.  Head  Boston  College  1969 

Suzanne  Flaherty,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1968 

Michelle  Deschenes,  B.A.  Regis  College  1982 

Alan  M.  Rabourin,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1969 

William  R.  Reynolds,  B.S.  University  of  Mass.  1969 


36 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Name 


Education 


Year  of  Appt. 


Music 

Andre  Descoteaux,  B.M.E. 

Robert  W.  Otto,  Sr.  Teach. 

Physical  Education 

Cynthia  Cuthbertson,  B.S. 

David  Morgado,  B.A. 

Richard  A.  Ruggiero,  M.Ed., 

Sr.  Teacher 
Susan  Waletkus,  B.S. 

Science 

Judith  E.  Brown,  B.S. 

Michael  Cichon,  B.S. 

Joseph  R.  Drapeau,  M.Ed. 

Janet  M.  Foley,  M.A.T. 

PYed  Hallal,  B.A. 

David  F.  Harwood,  M.Ed. 

Theodore  Lippold,  M.A.T.,  Dept.  Hd. 
Richard  Moschella,  B.S. 

Robert  Thayer,  M.Ed. 

Social  Studies 

William  J.  Cute,  Jr.,  B.A.,  Dept.  Hd. 
David  Driscoll,  B.A. 

Roger  S.  Duarte,  M.Ed. 

Robert  F.  Ferreira,  M.Ed. 

Paul  Giannakoulis,  M.Ed. 

Wiliam  Grover,  M.Ed. 

Orin  F.  Holmes,  M.A.T. 

Karen  Ives,  M.Ed. 

Michael  Monaghan,  M.Ed. 

Distributive  Education 

Donald  Murray,  M.Ed.,  Sr.  Teacher 


University  of  Lowell  1976 

University  of  Hartford  1972 


Springfield  College  1979 

St.  Leos  College  1983 

Providence  College  1966 

Bridgewater  State  College  1980 


University  of  Mass.  1977 

Bridgewater  State  College  1983 

Bridgewater  State  College  1970 

Brown  University  1969 

Columbia  University  1981 

Southeastern  Mass.  University  1970 
Oberlin  College  1971 

Boston  College  1983 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Inst.  1982 


Ohio  Wesleyan  University  1973 

Amherst  College  1978 

Bridgewater  State  College  1968 

Bridgewater  State  College  1971 

Bridgewater  State  College  1970 

Boston  University  1960 

Brown  University  1969 

Bridgewater  State  College  1974 

Bridgewater  State  College  1972 


Providence  College  1979 


Special  Services 

Patricia  Connors,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1973 

Gail  Furtado,  M.Ed.  Providence  College  1975 

JoAnne  O’Brien,  B.A.  Bridgewater  State  College  1982 

Corinne  Pridham,  C.A.G.S.,  Dept.  Hd.  Rhode  Island  College  1975 

William  Wade,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1978 

Adaptive  Physical  Education 

June  Borges,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1980 

Instructional  Aides 

Karen  Gillooly,  B.S.  Rhode  Island  College  1983 

Katherine  Silva,  M.A.  Rhode  Island  College  1983 
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Name 


Education 


Studyhall  Proctor 
Barbara  Horton 


Tutor 

Jane  DeCristofaro,  B.S. 

Custodians 

Frank  Cabral 
Richard  DuBois 
Almon  Hopkins 
Joseph  Rose 


Rhode  Island  College 


Robert  Rose 
Raymond  Silva 
Matthew  Tobin 


Cafeteria 

Carol  Abrams 
Louise  Cabral 

Agnes  DelSignore,  Manager 
Dorothy  DelSignore 
William  Humes,  Sr. 

Eila  Karppinen 


Rose  Moitozo 
Geraldine  Pontes 
Muriel  Quint 
Mary  Rabbitt 
Rosa  Rose 


Year  of  AppL 


1982 
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All  Town  Offices  are  open  Monday  thru  Friday  from  8:30 
A,M.  to  4:00  P.M.  and  Wednesday  Evenings  from  6:30  P.M. 
to  8:00  P.M. 


Regularly  scheduled  meetings  of  Town  Board  and  Com¬ 
mittees  are: 

Selectmen  and  Board  of  Health:  Wednesday  at  7:30  P.M. 
Board  of  Assessors:  Wednesday  at  6:30  P.M. 

Planning  Board:  First  &  Third  Wednesdays  at  7:30  P.M. 
Conservation  Commission:  Second  Wednesday  at  7:30  P.M. 
Sewer  Commission :  Second  &  Fourth  Thursdays  at  7 :00  P.M. 
School  Committee:  Third  Monday  at  7:30  P.M.  at  the  Jr.  High 
School 

Housing  Authority :  Second  Tuesday  at  7 :30  at  Lincoln  Village 
Council  on  Aging:  Second  Thursday  at  7:00  at  Lincoln  Village 
Playground  Commission:  Second  Thursday  at  7:00  P.M. 


AMBULANCE:  669-6767 
ASSESSORS:  669-5043 
DOG  OFFICER:  669-5004 
FIRE  DEPT:  669-6767 
POLICE  DEPT:  669-6711 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY:  669-6421 
PLANNING  BOARD:  669-6636 
SCHOOL  NURSE:  824-4491 
SEWER  COMMISSION:  669-5111 

SELECTMEN’S  OFFICE  and  BOARD  OF  HEALTH :  669-6431 
TOWN  ACCOUNTANT:  669-6011 

TOWN  CLERK,  COLLECTOR  &  TREASURER:  669-5411 
STREET  DEPT:  669-5461 
VETERANS  AGENT:  669-6431 


